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PREFACE 


THE  Doctrine  contained  in  this  little  lock  is  the 
production  of  thirty  ucars  study  ;  together  with  sincere 
prayer  to  the  Fountain  of  Infinite  Wndom%  that  God 
would favour  mc  with  divine  light*  I  have  compared 
scripture  with  scripture ,  in  order  that  scripture  m  ght 
interpret  scripture*  I  have  followed  no  man  implicitly; 
stand  matters  as  fair  as  possible*  cautiously,  and  in 
the  fear  of  God,  have  drawn  my  best  conclusion* •  I 
am  not  so  vain  as  to  judge  mine  ideas  perfectly  correct  $ 
nor  do  I  expec}  to  ft  every  one's  prejudices  and  eld 
settled  opinions  ;  yet  I  verily  believe,  that  whoever  shall 
receive  and follow  the  doctrines  contained  in  this  booJtr 
will  find,  by  happy  experience.  4hese  truths  will  tend 
to  purify  their  souls,  and  lead  their  feet  in  the  paths  of 
peace.  I  think  my  orthodoxy  to  be  as  clear  of  dross  ae 
ami  extant.  What  is  mine  is  human,  and  w/iat  is  of 
God  is  divine.  May  my  reader  embrace  the  latter % 
and  may  the  Lord  pat  don  my  mistakes* 

THE  AUTH0B 


DOCTRINE,  &c. 


FIJtST  READ  Ot  DOCTRINE — ON  CREATION. 

THE  Most  High  was  pleased  torcvcaho  Most* 
the  manner  of  creation  ;  not  for  his  sake  only, 
but  for  the  benefit  of  all  men.   Before  creation,  Jcho* 
vah  existed  in  hi*  own  divine  and  uncreated  essence, 
^rhich  is  now  called  the  Logos^  or  word;  who  was 
made  flesh,  and  dwelt  with  men.    God  was  com- 
pletely happy  in  his  own  absolute  perfections,  while 
inhabiting  immensity  and  eternity.     Things  were 
brought  into  existence  which  were  thoughts  before  in 
the  eternal  mind*    Thus,  in  the  beginning  God  cre-< 
ated  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  water,  fire,  air,  &c. 
and  not  from  any  existing  substance.    But  Chaos  was 
dart'  adtt  out  cf  order.    Darkness  is  the  privation  of 
light.  Then  spake  the  Almighty,  saying,  %1  Let  there 
be  light,**  and  the  light  came  forth,  and  shone  round 
the  globe  in  an  instant !   The  Lord  divided  the  light 
from  the  darkness.    The  light  He  called  day;  but 
darkness  He  called  night.  God  made  two  great  lights, 
one  to  rule  by  day,  and  the  other  by  night:  the  great- 
er and  the  burning  light  is  Sol;  the  inferior  light  is 
Luna%  who  h  dependent  on  the  sun  for  her  borrowed 
light.    The  moon  is  a  planet,  or  a'  body  moving  in 
the  heavens.    Some  men  tell  us  that  the  moon  is  an 
inhabited  world ;  But  God  calls  it  a  light  to  give  light 
to  this  world.    Moreover,  the  moon  is  a  blessing  to 
this  earth,  besides  her  feeble  light,  for  precious  things 
arc  brought  forth,  or  put  forih  by  the  moon — Pent. 
33.   She  corresponds  with  the  tidewater ;  and  in  her 
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changes  affects  the  heavens,  and  produces  change  of 
weather.  The  poxocr  of  her  changes  is  felt  on  humrm 
bodies ;  and  ihe  miserable  objects  called  lunatics  are 
under  fur  irresistible  influence  !  If  the  moon  be  a 
world,  it  must  be  vefy  cool  and  moist.  The  great 
Creator  made  the  stars  also  j  those  are  sparkling  bo- 
dies, all  of  which  are  marshalled,  or  properly  ar. 
ranged  ;  some  are  fixed,  while  others  revolve  in  due 
order.  The  great  Newton^  and  his  implicit  followers, 
say,  the  stars  are  worlds  well  peopled.  The  IvAy 
scriptures  never  taught  me  such  a  faith.  Thus,  the 
heavens  declare  the  g;ory  of  the  Creator,  and  the 
firmament  shewcth  his  handy  woik.  The  wind  is  an 
clement  invisible,  moving,  operating  in  this  lower 
world  ;  and  thus,  by  respiration,  we  draw  the  breath 
oflife.  When  creation  was  completed,  1  read  how 
the  morning  snrs  sang  logtthei,  and  the  sons  of  God 
shouted  for  joy  %  xxxviii.  7.    Those  sons  of 

God,  behke,  were  angels.    Then,  if  I  be  correct  in 
this,  there  will  arise  an  inquiry  respecting  the  creation 
of  angels.    This  leads  me  on  to  that  subject.  When 
they  were  created  is  not  expressed  clearly  in  atrip- 
ture ;  yet  the  word  saith,  that  God  finished  all  his 
work  in  six  days,  and  rested  on  the  seventh  day.  And 
Moses  saith,  In  the  beginning  God  created,  &c.  oHc 
gave  his  first  book  the  name  oi  Genetii^  which  tide  is 
significant  of  the  womb,  or  beginning.    John  sa'.th. 
In  the  beginning  was  the  xvord,  &c.    Thus  we  may 
reasonably  and  scripturaily  believe,  that  those  ecles* 
tial  beings  were  created  just  in  the  beginning.  My 
reader  may  ask,  how  those  celestial  holy  beings,  camp 
to  fall,  and  that  finally  ?   I  ansWcr,  as  it  is  not  writ- 
rcn,  I  cannot  dogmatically  uli:  but  that  they  *du/fal| 
from  their  glorious  state,  the  scripture  is  expressive. 
But  how  they  could  sin,  who  were  divinely  perfect, 
as  blessed  creatures,  residents  of  heaven,  wtere  pq 
evil  existed,  is  very  strange ;  yet  true. 
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The  man  of  understanding  may  be  guided  by  rea- 
son, where  there  is  no  exact  rule  given.    Thus  we 
may  work  by  the  rule  of  supposition,  but  can  produce 
no  certain  proof.    I  will  only  suppose  those  angels  to 
be  intelligent  beings ;  and*  according  to  the  eternal 
rule  of  right,  they  were  placed  in  a  short  state  of  pro- 
bation— able  to  stand,  ytifrce  to  falL   And  it  was  so 
that  one  part  of  those  angels  rebelled  and  fell,  but 
the  other  part  of  the  host  were  loyal ;  and  are  now 
impeccable,  being  raised  to  a  higher  and  firmer,  yea, 
a  more  glorious  station  I  The  rebellion  of  angels  was 
of  such  a  criminous  nature,  that  they  fell  no  more  to 
rise  I  Our  Divine  Lr>rd  hath  saidj  41  There  is  no  way 
to  the  Father  but  by  me:"  and  as  he  took  not  on  him 
the  nature  of  angels,  they  are  eternally  excluded  from 
rest !  The  leading  angel,  who  was  first  influenced  by 
evil,  influenced  others.    Yet  men  can  but  be  as  to* 
Dished  and  lost  in  a  labyrinth  of  thinking  how  evil 
■could  first  enter  so  pure,  a  being.   Let  us  take  notice 
of  Satan's  conduct  since  he  came  into  our  world,  and 
by  this  we  may  understand  what  his  first  wicked  aim 
was.    He  is  called  the  God  of  this  world,  the  Prince 
Qf  this  world,  the  King  of  the  bottomless  pit.    In  jhe 
dark  places  of  the  earth,  his  infernal  kingdom  is  es- 
tablished. There  are  his  sacrifices,  priests  and  altars, 
together  with  his  drunken  and  debauched  Worshippers. 
TSms  he  is  worshipped  thro'  the  medium  of  an  idol. 
Formerly,  the  parents  did  sacrifice  their  little  chil- 
dren \o  the  devil !  Those  days  Mr.  Paine  supposes 
to  be  the  Age  of  Reason !  I !  Satan  had  the  assurance 
to  Umptiht  Lord  Jesus  to  worship  him  J  Njow,  then, 
if  it  be  lawful  to  publish  a  supposition  oo  a  secret,  I 
vrill  suppose  this  leading  rebel  to  be  self -tempted y  and 
the  author,  first  cause,  or  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the 
expression)  the  creator  of  moral  evil.    We  will  con* 
jfcturtt  that  as  he  was  a  free  agent,  yea,  and  a fre$ 
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thinker,  for  his  thoughts  were  quite  volitive;  not  ir- 
resistibly restrained ;  yet  he  was  a  finite  creature,  and 
therefore  not  possessed  of  infinite  wisdom  and  fore- 
knowledge ;  for  his  thoughts  deceived  him.  Methinks 
he  viewed  himself  as  a  flaming,  glorious,  god-like 
creature :  thus,  thoughts  revolved  over  and  over,  un- 
til they  became  vain  and  sinful  thoughts ;  from  thence 
to  desires,  and  from  that  to  action !  This  was  the 
beginning  of  itching  after  superiority  and  god-like 
dominion.  Paul  charged  the  elder  to  be  aware  of 
ordaining  novkes%  lest  they  should  fall  into  the  snarz 
of  the  devil.    That  snare  is  pride  and  vain  glory. 

Thus  the  first  evil  angel  prevailed  on  other  angels 
to  adore  him  ;  but  looking  on  the  Almighty  as  a  rivals 
cxi  implacable  enmity  settled  in  him  against  his  maker ! 
Thus,  methinks,  he  feeling  himself  very  powerablei 
yea,  god-like,  tho*  but  of  yesterday,  yet  foreknow- 
ledge he  had  not :  however,  methinks,  he  raised  his 
army,  and  like  flaming  heroes  they  rushed  against 
the  throne,  and  He  who  sat  thereon !! I 

But  O,  Divine  Justice  and  Judgment,  on  which  the 
throne  is  established,  let  loose  almighty  vengeance ; 
the  broad  and  forked  lightniug  flamed  from  govern- 
ment, in  liquid  floods  of  divine  wrath,  without  mix- 
ture I  Jehovah  spake  in  thunder,  and  the  rebels  fell 
as  lightning  from  heaven  down  to  a  burning  hell  I 
Let  the  devils  be  where  they  may,  yet  they  are  al- 
ways in  hell,  and  hell  in  them ;  for  the  wrath  of  God 
abideth  on  them. 

O  Lucifer,  son  of  the  morning,  alas,  how  thou  art 
fallen  ! — Now  .leaving  Satan  and  his  defeated  army 
in  raving  despair,  we  will  proceed  to  man's  creation* 
which  brings  me  on  to  a  third  part  of  my  first  general 
head  of  doctrine.  The  creation  of  man  came  on  the 
sixth  day,  when  God  spake  as  follow th  %  "  Ccmfc 
let  us  make  man  in  our  image,  after  our  likeness, 
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86  God  created  mm  u»  his  own  image.    Now  ob- 
serve, the  words,  iet-us  make  roan,  it  speaking  in 
the  plural,  at  if  God  called  for  assistance  when  man 
was  created*   Then  it  follows  in  the  singular,  that 
is,  God  made  man  in  his  own  one  image.    What  we 
now  want,  is  the  true  sense  or  doctrine  of  the  phrase 
let  us,  tec    There  are  men  .who  suppose  the  Father, 
(who  said,  let  us  make  man)  was  speaking  to  the  eter- 
nal Son  Jesus*  Now  should  we  believe  this  doctrine, 
at  would  form  in  our  minds  a  strong  idea  of  two  di&* 
tinct  creators,  who,  in  conjunction,  made  us  men. 
But  Paul,  the  inspired  apostle,  saith,  "  To  us  there 
is  one  God.*9    A  plurality  of  gods  is  an  abominable 
idea.    Attend  to  the  doctrine,  where  the  Almighty 
«ith,  "  Comcy  let  us  make  man?*  He  was  called  by 
the  Hebrews  Elohim,  which  is  spoken  in  the  plural, 
denoting  his  almighty  creating  powers  ;'  for,  in  cre- 
ation, He  not  only  displayed  his  glorious  power,  but 
divine  wisdom,  goodness  and  order ;  yet  the  act, 
Which  the   Hebrew  verb  Bara%  signifies  ONE. 
QoA  speaketh  often  after  the  manner  of  man :  thus, 
He  ap^ke  as  it  were  to  himself,  by  reason,  He  is 
possessed  of  divine  properties.  Those  properties,  or 
attributes,  or  if  you  please  say,  dining  qualifications, 
ell  of  which,  i»  perfect  unqnimity,  created  us  men, 
JH*lc  and  female,  according  to  the  counsel  of  his  own 
will*  in  his  own  one  image.    When  H<*  saith,  let  us 
make  man  in  our  likeness,  the  true  doctrine  is,  Ail 
die  moral  perfections  of  those  divine  properties  were 
breathed  into,  the  soul  of  man  in  hU  creation  ;  and 
thus  he  bore  the  likeness  of  his  creator,  in  the  plural 
of  those  attributes ;  yet  God  is  ONE.    Many  sigoU 
ficant  appellations  the  Hebrews  adored  Jehovah  by; 
but  as  God,  he  is  over  all,  blessed  for  ever.  Amen. 
David,  by  the.  Holy  Ghost,  speaketh  after  this  man- 
Bf  r ;    Jfarty  and  truth  hove  met  to^tthvr;  fightem* 
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vess  and  fence  hove  kissed  each  other  P  Psaf.  bcxiv. 
These  arc  not  four  gods,  bat  the  essential  properties 
of  Deity.    When  God  made  man,  he  made  men  ; 
yea,  male  and  female*    Adam  bcihg  first,  was  the 
original  root :   Adam  and  Eve  were  the  archetypal 
patt  ;  the  original  fountain  from  whence  came  all  na- 
tions of  the  human  family :  see  Acts  xvii.  God  made 
man  upright ;  that  is  to  say,  right  up  j  plumb%  leaning 
neither  to  the  right  nor  left ;  moral  rectitude  %  straight 
in  all  his  inclination*,  exact  with  the  divine  wilL 
His  body  war  straight  and  erect ;  as  a  lively  emblem 
of  his  upright  soul.   His  righteousness  was  given  him 
in  his  creation,  breathed  into  him  with  the  aoinfal 
flume,  or  the  breath  of  life.    His  righteousness  wm 
immaculate^  but  not  immutable.    I  judge,  that  no  law 
can  be  obligatory  until  it  be  Revealed*    We  had  ncr 
written  law  in  Paradise,  yet  our  parents  received  oral 
orders,  as  a  penal  law,  for  death  was  the  penalty. 
Perfect  love  and  obedience  is  moral  law.  As  perfect 
p  creature  as  Adam  wa^  in  his  nature,  and  as  great  as 
he  was  by  office,  even  the  governor,  under  God,  ovor 
the  beasts,  &c.  yet  w«s  let  to  know  he  was  God's 
subject;  and,  as  an  intelligent  being,  amenable  to 
God  respecting  his  conduct.   \Ve  must  consider  ori- 
ginal righteousncss/internal  and  external ;  that  is,  an 
hubituai  righteousness,  and  a  practical  righteousness, 
God  created  ma^  habitually  righteous ;  which  inter- 
nal righteousness  was  as  a  stock,  or  talent  given  to 
improve  on:  whcr.fc  iiierchandizc  £ir  exceeds  silver 
and  gold.    Practical  rigtitcouspc*s  is  the  whole  of 
man's  g«od  economy,  or  duty  to^Gcd  and  man«  A- 
dam  knew  no -evil,  therefore  could  feci  no  uneasy 
moments.    His  mind  was  perfectly  tranquil  j  for  as 
he  was  holy,  he  must  be  happy  in  that  state;  jitili 
pn  a  state  of  trial,  he  must  be  peccable,  fully  able  to, 
<tap'J ;  bat  being  created  free,     had  freedom  of  will. 
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All  this  I  view  as  perfectly  right.  Had  bis  will  been 
irresistibly  restrained,  abstaining  from  evil  would 
have  been  no  virtue  in  him :  but,  as  he  was  possessed 
of  sufficient  power  to  stand/  and  yet  free,  thus  vplun* 
tary  obedience  was  virtue,  to  be  rewarded ;  and  vo* 
battery  rebellion  must  he  punished  with  death.  Now, 
then,  in  order  to  prove  his  fidelity,  God  forbid  his 
fasting  the  fruit  of  a  certain  tree,— -as  the  touchstone. 
Had  he  only  stood  firm  through  his  state  of  trial,  no 
doubt  he  would  have  been  raised  to  a  higher  depart* 
ment,  equal  with  angcl%  I  have  conjectured,  that 
he  might  have  remained  on  earth  one  thousand  years; 
by. reason,  no  man  could  ever  reach  that  period. 

I  now  proceed  to  my  second  general  head  of  doctrine 
respecting  fallen  Adira,  and  hi!  ruined  progeny* 


POCTJUKE — II. 

SATAN's  design  was  to  be  a  god,  but  he  was 
defeated,  and  became  a  despised,  tormented  devil! 
Adam  attempted  to  be  an  angel,  or  equal  with  one  ; 
but  he  was  defeated,  and  fell  to  be  an  aff lighted,  poU 
luted,  and  miserable  sinner!  Although  h  s  crime 
was  great,  the  effect  extensive  and  dreadful ;  yet,  not 
as  the  sin  of  angels. 

Satan,  in  a  beautify!  creature,  called  the  S:rpent% 
Accosted  Eve,  prevailed  on  her  to  believe  a  i/e%  ihat 
the/wct/law  was  only  to  affright  and  keep  them  in 
ignorance.  Thus  the  serpent  beguiled  her.  Adam 
was  influenced  by  her  whom  he  lpyed,  and  so  the 
archetypal  root  gave  way,  and  we  all  fell  from  recti- 
tude !  The  penalty  was  death,  which  is  the  extinction 
x>{  animal  life,  or  the  separation  of  body  and  6oul. 
The  sin  of  Adam  had  another  bad  effect^  by  Yeason 
it  was  a  violation  of  divine  orders ;  .whereby  the  whole 
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man  was  defiled  ;  habitual  righteousness  he  lost,  and 
partook  of  the  infernal  nature  :  Lost  his  union  with 
God,  and  peace  of  mind.    He,  and  she,  as  affright- 
ed ghosiB,  strove  to  hide  from  that  glorious  being, 
wfco,  just  before,  wa3  the  central  point  of  their  bliss 
and  happiness  !    Hark  the  judgment  call,  44  Adam, 
where  art  thou  ln  Sinner,  where  art  thou  I  However 
they  came  forth,  all  confusion,  trembling,  full  of  hor- 
ror; with  feeble  nerves  and  trembling  knees  they  ap* 
prqached  an  offended  Deity  \  Thus  spake  our  Father, 
Taking,  4f  I  heard  thy  voice,  and  wan  afraid!"  What, 
afraid  of  thy  Father!   Hast  thou  eateri  of  the  forbid- 
den  fruit?    The  poor,  self-condemned  soul  began  hit 
incoherent  and  evasive  apology,  saying,  The  woman 
that  thou  gavest  me  to  he  with  mc^  she  gave  me  of  the 
tree,  and  I  did  eat*  And  the  Lord  God  s  *id  unto  her, 
What  is  this  that  thou  hast  done  ?  Methinks  she  re- 
plied, trembling,  with  her  weak,  feminine  voice,  say- 
ing, 44  The  serpent  beguiled  me,  and  I  did  eat  !n  Thus 
the  man  strove  to  transfer  his  sin  to  his  wife,  while 
she  charged  the  serpent  with  her  illicit  conduct;  but 
all  availed  nothing  with  the  righteous  judge,  who 
will  not  allow  sin,  nor  righteousness  to  be  transferred 
from  one  to  another ;  but  every  one  must  bear  his 
own  burden  in  judgment;  the  accessory  abettor*  and 
tnc  actual  transgressor,  must  both  stand  condemned 
by  a  just  law.    The  Lord  God  said  to  the  serpent, 
Because  thou  hast  done  this,  thou  art  cursed  above 
aft  cattle,  &c.  Thy  form  shall  be  changed,  as  thy 
nature  is ;  thoei  shait  be  a  crawling  snair,  eating 
dust,  full  of  enmity,  hated,  by  all  flesh  ;  and  in  those 
crooked  meandering*  may  you  move  till  death,  I 
will  put  enmity  between  thy  seed  and  the  seed  of  the 
woman.    The  w.oman  hearing  this,  perhaps  might 
take  up  the  idea  that  she  should  be  acquitted ;  but 
the  Lord  God  said  unto  her,  "I  will  greatly  multiply 
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thy  sorrow,*'  8*c.    Thy  husband  shall  rule  over  thee. 
And  unto  Adam  he  said,  Because  ihou  hast  hearken* 
cd  unto  the  voice  of  thy  wife,  and  disobeyed  iqy 
voice,  the  very  ground  is  cursed  for  thy  sake.  My 
reader  will  observe,  that  man,  znd  every  crcatur^ 
was  raised  out  of  Chaos,  and  as  there  was  an  univen- 
sal  gradation,  but  Adam  being  the  top  link,  when  he 
gave  way,  all  creation  brKnv  heaven  fell  from  primi* 
tive  rectitude  ;  yea,  and  from  that  day  until  now,  the 
whole  creation  has  groaned  and  travailed  in  pain  1 
Rem*  viii.    This  leads  me  to  the  second  part  Qi  dto> 
trine  contained  in  this  general  head.    As  we  were 
created  in  the  moral  likeness  of  God,  there  could  be 
no  reprobate  6eed  in  Adam,  seeing  Blohim,  with  the 
unanimity  of  the  divine  attributes,  formed  ov^  those 
properties  could  not  have  been  reconciled -tJ^tbi  cre* 
ation  of  reprobates  for  perdition  I    Had  there  been 
amy  accursed  seed  in  Adam,  he  could  not  have  bee  & 
the  perfect  moral  man,    Surely,  divine  goodness, 
mercy  and  love,  could  have  had  no  hand  in  such  a 
creation:   But  God  pronounced  all  good,  and  very 
good.    We  are  the  sons  of  Adam,  and  he  was  the 
son  of  God,    The  Lord  God  was  the  former  of  A- 
dam,  and  thejathe-  of  his  soul :  therefore,  |hus  sailh 
the  Lord,  by  E^ckiel  the  prophet,  **  AH  svuit  arc 
mine"    Thus  it  is,  as  the  soul  is  of  and  from  the 
sire*  we  receive  souls  from  *he  first  souL 

Original  sin  lies  rooted  in  flesh  and  blood ;  in  whirh 
we  are  conceived  and  bom  ;  for  what  is  born  of  ttfc 
fickh,  \%  fle*h.  Thus,  in  an  early  period  of  life,  those 
ainfiil  fleshly  tpoticn*  do  tempt,  and  draw  away  ,  the 
soul  |  and  when  lust  conceives,  the  mind  is  corrupt, 
find  being  conscious  of  guilt,  the  thoughtj  Accuse 
$hemi  then  they  lose  their  innoccncyi  audafounda* 
{ion  for  practical  sin  is  laid  ! 

Wuh  regard  to  partial,  unconditional  election  of 
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j£e  seed  of  Adam,  the  C.-ivinist  ministers  (or  at 
least  some  of  them)  do  of  late  say,  t%  We  beliwj  in 
partial*  unconditional  election^  only  from  the  fall"  I 
answer,  if  divine  love  and  mercy  could  not  be  re- 
conciled to  this  doctrine  ia  creation,  how  could  di- 
vine goodness  be  reconciled  to  such  a  decree  at  the 
"Tall  J  Humane  feelings  would  recoil  at  such  a  view  1 
Jl  is  urged  that  God  caw  do  what  he  will  with  his 
Own  ;  give  grace  or  deny  grace.  If  he  choose  to  elect 
IWt,  according  to  his  sovereign  will,  «nd  leave  the 
rest  where  he  found  them,  ruined  by  their  father's 
illicit  conduct,  who  can  have  any  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint? I  answer,  God  acts  according  to  his  sove- 
reign will,  it  is  true  ;  but  he  acts  not  like  merciless 
kings  here  on  earth. 

Shall  it  still  be  said,  that  children*'  teeth  mur.t  fed 
the  effects  of  sour  grapes  eaten  by  their  forefathers? 
Wdl  the  Judge  bind  us  by  a  law  that  He  regards  not 
himself?  God  forbid.  Is  he  not  rich  in  mercy  ?  If 
so,  could  he  pass  by  the  greater  part  cf  the  human 
family,  and  leave  them  to  peiish,  without  pity  ?  Why 
then  did  our  Lord  condemn  the  conduct  of  the 
priest,  who  passed  by  a  bleeding  stranger,  robbed  and 
wounded,  on  the  road  from  Jerusalem  to  Jericho  ? 
Then  by  chance  a  Samaritan  came  down  that  ww, 
and,-  lo,  he  saw  the  poor  bleeding  Jew,  and  altho 
an  enemy,  he  had  compassion  on  him,  alighted  from 
'hi*  beast,  poured  oil  and  wrne  into  bis  wounds,  and 
bound  them  up  ;  put  the  helpless  creature  on  his 
brute,  carried  him  to  an  inn*  ordered  care  to  be  taken 
«>fhim,  and  paid  all  charges.  Ah,  that  U  ju«t  like 
our  blessed  Lord  Jesus,  who  came  to  seek  and  snvcf 
the  lo?t !  John,  i.  29,  rends  thus,  u  Behold  the  Lamb 
of  Cod,  that  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world."  From 
this  I  learn,  that  the  Saviour  .removed  xhciiingvt 
c*eath  f  om  Adam,  and  oil  his  infint  family  j  seeioj 


lit  answered  for  all.  a<*  a  Iamb  slain  from  the  fount]** 
tion  of  the  world.    When  Adam  fell  from  divine  fa- 
vour, we  all  fell ;  but  in  Christ  he  ro*e  to  favour 
again*  and  so  did  we.    Infants  are  justified  by  non« 
imputation  4  they  having  committed  nothing  worthy 
of  death,  and  are  notto  ptrri^h  for  Adam's  sin,  there^ 
fore,  as  nothing  is  foUnd  against  them,  they  are  ac- 
quitted :  where  nothing  is  given,  nothing  is  required* 
They  are  pronounced  blessed  by  the  Judge  himself* 
and  who  dure  curse  whom  God  hath  blessed  I  Thu<u 
if  they  are  included  in  the  gospel  covenant,  through 
Jesus  Christ,  then  why  do  we  debar  them  from  bap- 
tismt  which  is  the  seal  of  that  covenant?  Some  hold 
a  groundless  .opinion,  that  children  who  die  in  their 
infancy,  though  born  under  condemnation,  yet  are 
saved,  by  -fcaeaus  of  a  work  of  grace  wrought  in  them. 
If  such  doctrine  be  true,  then  condemned  sinners 
may  be  saved  without  knowledge,  faith  or  repentance, 
which  is  very  absurd  :  and  as  the  notion  is  founded 
neither  on  scripture  or  reason,  I  shall  pay  no  further 
attention  to  iu    I  believe  if  the  dreadful  pit  could  be 
fxplortdfVft  should  not  hear  the  cry  of  one  infant 
complaining  of  his  unfortunate  situation,  by  having 
to  pay  an  enormous^  dcbi%  with  eternal  interest ;  a  debt 
which  he,  in  his  person,  never  contracted.    0  yor& 
der  in  Adam  the first,  enjoying  the  transporting  smiles 
of  Deity,  while  I%  a  child  often  thousand  generations 
after,  must feel  that  sin  or  debt  charged  to  we  !  Ala*  1 
shall  not  the  Judge  of  the  whole  earth  do  right?  God 
was  in  Christ  when  he  was  bleeding  on  the  cross, 
from  nine  in  the  morning  till  tnree  in  the- evening ; 
and  all  those  six  hours  he  was  reconciling  the  world 
to  himself,  viz*  Adam  and  all  his  unborn  race.  But 
the  free  gift  was  beyond  the  offence ;  for  provision 
Iras  procured  lor  all  personal  transgressions  :  there* 
lore,  wUere  sin  abounded,  grace  did  abound  much 
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more  !  That  Christ  suffered  death  for  all  the  humaa 
face,  one  clear  scripture  proof  is  sufficient  to  make 
appear.  Hear  my  witness,  saying,  4i  If  anj  man  sin, 
we  have  an  adv  ocate  with  the  Father,  Jesus  C'btk-t 
the  righteous ;  and  He  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins, 
and  not  for  ours  *n/y,  but  also  for  the  sins  of  the 
whole  world."  The  whole  is  not  a  part,  nor  is  the 
minority  evez  considered  as  the  world ;  nor  eould  the 
blessed  Saviour  have  any  ground  to  plead  for  those 
for  whom  he  never  shed  his  blood.  The  blood  of 
Abel  virtually  cried  against  the  murderer ;  but  the 
blood  of  Christ  speaketh  better  things  3  for  it  virtu- 
aUy  pleads  for  the  errors  of  the  saints,  and  then  for 
the  wicked  world;  that  forbearance  may  still  be  ex* 
erched toward  them  :  1  John,  ii,  2,  Heb.  xii,  24 ;  To 
whictr  may  be  added,  if  called  for,  many  other  sa- 
cred texts. 

I  now  come  to  my  third  general  head  of  doctrine, 
even  the  doctrine  of  Atonement. 

fcocTMNE  111— Atonement* 

THIS  precious  doctrine  hath  been  ridiculed  by 
carnal  minded  men,  who  cannot  understand  the  things 
of  God,  by  reason  they  deny  revelation,  or  revealed 
religion.  Moreover,  this  subject  has  been  shame* 
fully  contaminated^  and  tacitly  denied!  by  Mr.  Law, 
and  others,  who  did  profess  Christianity  Therefore, 
let  us  attend  seriously  to  this  grand  subject,  and  be 
confirmed ;  for  it  surely  is  a  doctrine  of  the  last  im- 
portance 1  even  the  blood  ot  atonement,  redemption, 
or  a  ransom  paid.  Atone,  signifies  a  satisfactory 
sacrifice:  it  also  signifies  agreement,  viz«  to  recon- 
cile parties ;  but  especially  God  and  man  i  *Tq  re- 
deem, is  to  release,  or  liberate.   Ransom,  is  a  delw 


verattrfe  tiv  a  full  price  paid.    Patll  gars,  "Yc  art 
bought  wrh  a  price,"    The  Lord  speaking  by  hii 
•ervnnt  Job,  sailh,  4v  Deliver  him  from  going  dbwA 
to  the  pit*  for  I  have  found  a  ransom  :w  Job.  xxxiii. 
2-4.    Observe,  we  have  all  sinned,  and  by  the  divine, 
law  arc  condemned  to  dir.    The  soul  that  sinneth 
*h*H  die.   Justice  cries,  payment  mu.it  fee  tttade.  Siri 
called  debt :  Matt,  yi.  Luke  xL    See  the  parable 
in  Matt,  xviii.  The  sinner  h-tth  nothing  to  pav;  stilt 
the  arrest  cries,  pay  me  that  thou  owcst,!or .die*  O 
wretched  sinners  that  we  are,  who  shall  deliver  us? 
We  arc  not  only  under  the  law  arrest,  but  are  urider 
the  dominion,-  or  law  of  s\n  ;  a;id  arc  carried  ciptive 
by  the  devil!   But  the  voice  of  mercy  cries,  44  Ye 
have  sold  yourselves  for  noright,  and  shall  be  re« 
deemed  without  money."  ii  Our  Lord  - saith,  {John 
vui)  he  that  committed  sin,  is  the  servant  of  sinl 
The  divine  law  being  just  and  holy,  can  never  be  re* 
conciled  to,  the  justification  of  a  sihner,  until  th6 
penal  and  holy  law  is  reconciled.    Could  a  sinner 
make  satisfaction  by  himself,  for  himself,  by  suffer 
ing  the  penalty,  and  could  then  revive,  he  would  be 
his  own  redeemer,  and  must  take  the  glory.   But  no 
mere  man  can  do  this  :  not  can  one  redeem  his  bro- 
ther, nor  produce  a  ransom,  for  it  costs  more :  there* 
fore  the  redemption  of  a  soul*  once  banished,  ccaseth 
for  ever.  Psal.  xlix.  7,  8    Our  apostle  Peter  tells  us, 
that  w.£  were  not  purchased  with  gold  nor  silver,  but 
with  the  preciou*  blood  of  Christ:  I  Pet.  s.  9.  Je- 
hovah protlaimeth,  saving,  I  am  the  Lord,  the  Lord 
God  ;  merciful  and  gracious  forgiving  sin$,.&cf  but 
by  no  means  will  I  clear  the  guilty  s  Ejodus*  xxxiii*  7f 
If  he  wiH  cot  clear  the  guiltv,  how  will  he  have  mer- 
cy and  forgive  ?  I  answer,  thete  is  one  way  that  God 
can  forgive*  and  clear  the  guilty,  yrt  n  main  just  and 
true :  ttut  \%k  when  we  ruj^ut  and  briievc  on  Ufa 


Lord  Jesus,  we  then  are  forgiven  freely,  because  of 
the  atonement  Legal  sacrifices,  we  believe,  pointed 
to  the  Messiah  ;  therefore  the  Lord  God  said,  u  Blood 
is  the  life  of  the  flesh,  which  you  shall  offer  upon  the 
altar,  to  make  atonement  for  your  souls  Ley.  xviu 
1 i.  Compare  Rom.  v.  1 1.  u  Thro'  Chris:  Jesu%  by 
whom  xve  have  received  the  atone ment."  See  Hcb.  x. 
u  By  one  offering  He  hath  perfec  ted,  Sec  this  man% 
after  he  had  offered  one  sacrifice  for  *ins,"  Read 
the  chapter  through.  David  said  to  the  off  nded  G/- 
brcnitesi  *%  Wherewith  shall  I  make  atonement :"  2 
Sam.  xxi  3.  Gal.  iv.  5.  God  sent  his  son,  &c.  to 
redeem  them  that  were  under  the  law;  that  thereby 
they  might  be  adopted  sons:  Eph.  i.  T.  In  whom 
we  have  redemption  through  his  blood — ( even )  the 
forgiveness  of  sins."  Col.  l.  14.  I  here  we  find  the 
Mme  word*.  Gal.  iii.  13.  "  Christ  hath  redeemed  ua 
from  the  curse  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curse  (or 
sufferer)  for  us.3> 

Atone  is  to  satisfy,  or  reconcile  an  offended  Gcd, 
government  or  people.  God  changah  n  t,  onlv  in 
his  conduct,  and  that  according  to  the  eternal  rule  of 
right.  Divine  wrath,  or  heavy  displeasure,  is  con- 
sistent with  his  divine  nature.  To  be  angry  at  sin  in 
a  spiritual  sense,  lis  no  sin,  but  a  virtue.  The  holy 
Jesus  looked  on  the  people  with  anger;  being  grieved 
it  the  hardness  of  their  hearts.  **  The  law  worketU 
wrath."  Sinners  who  feel  the  vengeance  of  the  divine 
government,  have  previous  to  this  slighted  mercy. 
Compare  Pet.  i.  13,  19.  "  Redeemed  with  the  pre- 
cious b  ood  of  Christ,  as  of  a  lamb  without  blemish 
and  w'thout  spot  i*  Sea  1  Pet.  iii.  18.  a  Christ  suf- 
fered for  sins,  (not  his  own)  the  jut  f  for  the  unjntt% 
that  (thereby)  he  might  bring  us  to  God."  How.^ 
By  being  put  to  death  in  the  flesh,  but  quUkeacfi  bjr 
the  spirit* 
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For  we  all,  like  lost  sheep,  have  gone  astray,  hut 
the  Lord  laid  on  Him  the  iniquities  of  us  all ;  for  He 
bv  his  wisdom  can  justify  believers,  by  reason  He 
bore  our  offences.  Head  Is  a.  liii.    Compare  Ephes. 
4i.  13,  14.   We  who  were  far  off,  ate  made  nigh  by 
the  blood  of  Christ,    He  is  our  peace.    It  is  on  ac« 
Count  of  what  our  Lord  Jesus  hath  done,  that  the 
just  Judge  forgives  sins.    Ephes.  iv.  32*   Even  as 
God  for  Christ's  sake  hath  forgiven  you.    Here  is 
plain  doctrine,  that  God  will  never  pardon  rebels  on 
any  other  terms,  but  through  the  blood  of  atonement. 
Then  being  justified  from  sin,  we  have  peace  with 
God,  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.    Tho6e  who 
are  saved  among  the  illiterate  djri  nations,  where 
Christ  is  not  nam  d,  such  are  illuminated*  and  quick* 
ened  by  that  divine  light  which  enlighteneth  every 
man,  more  or  less  %  and  that  light  is  Christ.  In  every 
fcation,  and  under  every  dispensation,  those  who  fear 
God  and  work  righteousness  are  accepted.    But  no 
person  can  work  righteousness  acceptable  with  God9 
unless  he  is  possessed  of  habitual  righteousness,  which 
is  truly  a  wo»k  of  grace  in  the  soul.    Thus,  all  who 
continue  to  hate,  and  rebel  against  the  light,  die 
fools  %  and  are  justly  condemned.    Jesus  Christ,  by 
his  oivn  blood  hath  entered  into  the  holy  place,  having 
obtained,  or  procured,  by  his  obsequious  sufferings, 
eternal  redemption  lor  us.  Heb.  is.  10.  Yes,  He  j» 
the  author  and  finisher  of  eternal  salvation  to  obe- 
dient believers.  Chap.  ix.  12.  Moreover,  He  is  the 
Mediator  of  the  N.  T,  thatby  means  of  death  (verse 
15)  for  the  redemption  of  transgressors,  &c.  Christ, 
in  his  glorified  humanity,  virtually  maketh  inierces- 
•i<>n  for  us  alwve,  and  operates  on  our  souU  below; 
and  through  that  medium  (only)  we  have  access  to 
bis  invisible  Father,  and  Godhead  1  He  made  peace 
by  the  blood  of  the  cross ;  Cole  i.  20.   lUad  Mats. 
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*xvi.  28  :  «  This  is  my  blood  of  the  N.  T.  she  J  for 
the  remission  of  sins."    The  type*  under  the  law 
were  all  fulfilled  by  the  Saviour.    When  the  Jew9 
offered  up  the  sin-offering,  the  High  Priest  would 
take  of  that  blood,  and  enter  into  the  inner  court  of 
the  Temple,  and  there  before  the  Mtrcy  Seat  make 
intercession  lor  the  errors  of  the  people,    Heb.  x. 
Now  then,  our  blessed  Lord  shed  his  own  blood  to 
stons  for  our  sins  ;  then  arose  for  our  justification  ; 
ascended  up  to  the  holy  of  holies,  not  made  with 
hands,  but  erernal  in  the  heavens;  and  by  virtue  of 
his  precious  blood  intercedes  for  the  infirmities  of  hia 
saints,  who  dwell  in  the  flesh.    There foref  through 
faith  in  our  High  Priest,  we  have  access  to  God  oa 
a  mercy  seat.    Hear  the  inspired  apostle  sa>ingt 
tfc  Take  heed  to  the  flock  of  God,  purchased  with  his 
own  blood       Acts,  xx.  28.    Compare  Ephes.  v.  2* 
Christ  offered  himself,  as  a  sin»offering~ to  whom? 
to  God.    A  sacrifice  to  God  as  a  sweet  smelling  sa- 
vour :    Yea,  He  gave  himself  for  us.    When  we 
experience  ?edemption  from  guilt,  it  is  effected  by 
the  blood,  through  the  eternal  spirit ;  by  which  he 
offered  himself  up  to  God. 

The  gospel  method  of  justification,  or  the  law  of 
the  spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus,  frees  the  believer 
from  the  dominion  or  law  of  tin  ;  as  also  from  the 
condemnation  of  the  divine  l.nv,  that  worketh  wrath 
and  death  I  A  redemption  from  satan's  captive 
chains  is  effected  by  the  irresistible  power  of  Christ* 
who,  when  we  open  our  hearts  to  our  Lord,  and  re« 
sist  the  devil  in  his  name,  He  enter*  in,  and  by  a 
divine  power  cisteth  out  the  strong  man,  strips  him 
of  his  armour,  and  takes  possession  of  the  believing 
.heart,  by  the  spirit.  Luke  xi.  As  our  Lord  never 
enters  the  heart  against  the  creature's  will,  neither 
will  he  remain  there  &ny  longer  than  he  is  humbly 
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entertained.  Therefore,  44  Grieve  not  the  Holy  SpW 
?it?  ucithcr  give  place  to  the  devil  !"  Ephes* 

Another  pari  of  our  redemption  is,  to  be  internally 
redeemed  from  all  iniquity  :  Titus,  ii.  14*  This  in* 
tyard  redemption  is  effected  by  divine  grace,  where* 
W  the  soul  receives  power  to  den}  and  overcome  the 
flesh,  which  wars  against  the  spirit* 

Another  part  of  our  redemption  is,  that  of  our 
body :  this  v  ill  be  effected  by  the  word  of  Almighty 
power  :  Rom.  viii.  23.    O  dear  faithful  christians, 
you  may  sing  Paul's  anthem,  viz*  u  O  Death  where 
is  thy  sting?  O  Grave  where  is  thy  victory  in  The 
sting  cif  death  is  sin  ;  and  the  strength  of  sin  is  the 
law  :  But  thanks  be  to  God,  who  hath  given  me  the 
victory — thro*  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.*  Minister* 
'who  stumble  at  the  doctiine  of  atonement,  in  the 
tnanner  I  have  wrote,  they  cast  in  a  ouibble%  or  pun  ; 
saying,  4i  If  divine  justice  required  the  death  of 
Christ*  why  do  we  condemn  the  Jews  as  murderers? 
Did  they  do  more  than  what  ought  to  be  done  ln  I 
answer,  I.  the  Jvwfr  were  justly  accused  with  the  ho-* 
rid  sin  of  murder,  in  shedding  the  pre  ious,  innocent 
blood  of  Jesus  Christ :  See  Acts,  v.  30 ;  44  Jesu*% 
&h0m  ye  t/rw,  and  hanged  on  a  tree!"  Again,  Acts, 
Sii.  15  :  44  Killed  the  Prince  of  Life  l»  Acts,  ii.  23, 
*fc  You  have  taken,  (Jcsua)  and  by  wicked  hands  have 
cVucified  and  slain*"    Compare  Acts  vii.  52 :  41  The 
just  one%  vf  whom  ye  have  been  the  betrayers  and  mur* 
deter***   £•  The  cruel  act  was  foretold  by  the  holy 
prophets,  and  especially  by  Isaiah,  who  set  forth  the 
sufferings  of  Christ  in  the  most  lively  colours  of  any 
prophet  |  ch«  liii.    God  foresaw  and  foretold  these 
things,  yea,  suffered  them ;  but  never  decreed  their 
kicked  conduct.;  for  He  severely  punished  that  na- 
tion*   Sometimes  the  Lord  changes  the  intended  cf. 
4ett*f  illicit  and  cruel  conduct,  turns  it  for  the  good 
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of  the  innocent,  and  others ;  yet  condemns  the  perpe* 
trators;  aa«nthec»sc  of  Joseph  and  hit  brethren.: 
Joseph  being  a  type  of  the  Lord  Jesus*,  God  hath 
instituted  penal  laws,  and  left  men  free  ;  aqd  alth^ 
they  sin  on  with  impunity,  as  if  there  was  no  account 
to  be  rendered,  yet  they  are  sure  to  suffer  for  alltheif 
base,  illicit  conduct* 

Divine  foreknowledge  had  no  influence  on  th* 
Jews'  conduct,  the  original  cause  whereby  they  wer* 
influenced  to  crucify  the  Lord,  was  of  the  devil  ;  for 
when  he  entered  into  Ju  las,  it  was  soon  brought  on* 
seeing  he  was  guide  to  them  who  took  Jesus  :  Acts, 
L  17©  Satan  strove  to  effect  his  death,  and  then  to 
prevent  (if  possible)  his  resurrection.  3.  Justice 
could  not  demand  the  de  ith  of  Christ,  onlv  as  he, 
stood  ia  the  gap;  justice  called  for  si  one  rs1  blood, 
and  i  Jesus  freely,  yea  voluntarily,  suffered  in  their 
place :  u  Tlx  justf  r  the  unju*t?*  He  had  power  tQ 
l<*v  down  his  life,  and  pow  er  to  take  it  up  again* 
Glory  be  to  the  Almighty  tor  the  prcciou«  blood  of 
atonement !  This  was  a  free-will  offering*  God  fore* 
saw  that  Judas  would  betray  the  Lord,  yet  never 
decreed  that  he  should  be  a  devil.  He  foretold  the 
persecutions  the  church  would  suffer ;  as  also  whaf 
those  enemies  sliould  suffer. 

Fnow  come  to  my  fourth  general  head  of  doctrine, 
even  the  doctrine  of  a  conditional,  reasonable,  and 
consistent  gospcL 


FOURTH  HEAD  OF  DOCTRINE. 

THE  Gospel  is  an  import  of  glad  tidings,  or  good 
news:  Luke,  1st  chap. and  8th  chap.  Butifthegos* 
pel  theory,  and  theology,  cometh  without  condition 
on  man's  side  of  the  covenant,  then  must  the  goo4 
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Devi  to  til  people  lead  us  to  believe  in  the  uncondi- 
tional salvation  of  all  men :  and  this  would  flatly  con- 
tradict the  dtvine  Auihor  of  the  gospel,  who  tells  of 
a  majority  \i ho  make  it  their  choice  to  throng  the 
downward  road.  Still  the  gospel  is  good  news,  by 
teas  on  it  holds  out  a  full  and  free  salvation  to  all  men* 
Good  news God  willeth  that  none  should  perish, 
but  come  to  repentance,  and  be  saved.  u  Good 
news  ;**  ail  things  are  ready,  come  to  the  marriage% 
44  Good  news whosoever  will  may  come  and  par- 
take of  the  water  of  4ife  freely.  u  Good  news  ;** 
where  sin  abounds,  grace  aboundeth  much  mores 
sins  and  blasphemies  may  be  forgiven  !  4*  Good 
news ;"  God  beseeches,  and  Christ  in  his  ministers 
prays  you  all  to  be  reconciled  to  God !  u  Good  news  ;n 
sinner,  Christ  hath  prevailed,  for  you  to  be  spared 
a  little  longer ;  and  God  is  on  his  mercy-seat,  wait- 
ing to  be  gracious ;  Jesus  is  still  interceding,  and  the 
spirit  is  graciously  striving,  but  not  irresistibly  ;  see* 
ing  the  like  of  that  would  deprive  us  of  our  physical 
powers  in  choosing  or  refusing.  The  Lord  must  have 
the  concurrency  of  the  will.  The  renovation  of  the 
creature**  will  is  not  to  be  obtained  by  obtrusion,  but 
gained  by  a  conviction  taken  from  sound  doctrinal  ar- 
guments. Thus  saith  the  Lord,  "  I  have  nourished 
and  brought  you  up,  and  ye  have  rebelled  against  me." 
€i  Come,  let  us  reason  together,  cease  to  do  evil, 
learn  to  do  well,"  &c.  This  was  the  Spirit  of  Jesus 
Christ  speaking  in  the  prophets.  Attend  to  the 
ditions  of  salvation  %  **  Allho*  your  sins  are  as  scarlet, 
yea,  as  crimson,  J  will  wash  you  white  as  snow,  if  ye 
be  willing  and  obedient ;  but  if  ye  still  refuse  and  rebel, 
ye  shall  die?  &c.  Again,  **  Turn  at  my  reproof,  and 
behold  I  will  pour  out  my  spirit  upon  you,  and  make 
my  word  known  to  you."  Notice  the  cause  of  men's 
destruction :  «  Because  I  have  called,  and  yc  re* 
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fu*ed,  &c.  I  .will  bugh  at  j  our  calamity,  and  mock 
when  vt>ur  fear  cometh." 

Again,  he  that  secketh,  findcth  ;  but  he  that  seek* 
eth  not,  findcth  not.  He  who  sincerely  prava,  rc» 
ceives  the  aid  of  the  spirit;  but  he  that  askcth  notf 
rerepveth  not.  How  reasonable  and  right  is  all  this. 
Men  are  stiff-necked,  and  uncircumcised  in  heart* 
thf$r  do  resist  the  Holy  Ghost.  Acts,  vii.  51.  Thus- 
•aith  the  Lord,  44  My  Spirit  shall  not  always  strive- 
yrptmen."  When  Jeremiah  spake  the  word  of  God 
jorwftjews,  directing  thtm  to  revert  back  to  the 
good  old  primitive  path,  and  walk  therein,  with  a 
promise  of  rest  to  their  souls,  they  used  their  physical 
powers,  and  said,  44  We  will  not  walk  therein*'*  The 
divine  Saviour  said  unto  those  jews  who  acknowledg- 
ed him  to  be  the  Messiah,  44  If  ye  abide  in  my  wordj 
ye  shall  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make  you 
free/'  But  they  refused,  and  said,  44  We  will  not 
mat  this  man  shall  reign  oyer  us."  John.  Th;«t  per* 
fe^t  Job  said,  4*  These  are  they  who  rebel  against  the 
Bg|Kt,  and  say  to  the  Almighty,  Depart  from  us,  for 
w^  desire  not  the  knowledge  of  thy  ways.** 

P.iu!»  on  the  theory  of  grace,  sauh,  44  The  grace 
of  God,  that  bringeth  salvation  to  all  men,  hath  ap- 
peared ;  teaching  us,  that  denying  ungodliness  and 
ftrerfeUy  lusts,  we  should  live  godly ,  righteously  and 
soberly"  Thus,  by  reiu-ing  to  be  taught  by  a  gnu 
cious  gospel,  men  can  never  feel  its  power  to  salva- 
tion! «Ah  !  he  is  a  wise  preacher  who  winneth  souls; 
Sol.  Thus  life  and  death  are  set  before  us,  and  we 
are  directed  to  choose  lift ;  which  would  be  absurd, 
if  we  had  no  power  to  choose  or  refuse.  Jeremiah 
a*kcd  the  Jews  if  they  would  be  made  clean,  and 
TtrAf/T&hould  it  once  be.  If  there  be  no  conditions  i& 
ih<*.  gospel,  why  is  a  woe  pronounced  against  those 
that  obey  not,  and  believe  not  the  gospgl  ?  The  go* 
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pii  is  a  savour  oflife  unto  life  ;  or  death  unto  death. 
All  who  come  to  Christ  are  drawn  by  the  gracious 
impressions  of  the  Father,  but  none  are  forced.  The 
awful  threats  of  the  gospel  might  deter  men  from  sin* 
Ding,  and  the  promises  are  sufficient  to  draw  and  m% 
Cite  the  reasonable  soul  to  yield ;  but  they  areVos* 
tested  of  an  enmity  against  the  ways  of  God,  though 
convinced  of  the  propriety  thereof ;  therefore  reJt* 
to  their  own  destruction.    Thus  the  consistent  go** 
pel  is  a  gracious  and  conditional  covenant,  Tike  r^pfit 
of  glass,  yet  mingled  with  fire ! !  For  after  all  list 
right  to  be  done,  be  done ;  and  the  goodness,  yctt, 
the  long  forbearance  of  the  Judge  be  despised,  nothing 
remains  but  tribulation,  indignation,  wrath  and  wod^J 
Predestination  arises  from  the  council  of  his  pmk 
will,  and  he  willeth  the  death  of  no  soul ;  none  wero 
absolutely,  unconditionally  decreed  for  ruin,  nor  left 
without  help  :  therefore  ar$  inexcusable  :  cone  art 
aaved  or  lost,  out  of  order. 

And  thus  I  am  led  on  to  my  fifth  head  of  doctrine, 
wherein  are  contained  four  important  points,  wfiifh 
are,  Foreknowledge*  Predestination^  Election  and  Re* 
probation. 


yiTTH  HEAD  Or  DOCTRIWE. 

1.  Foreknowledge  is  a  divine  science,  and  is 
speaking  after  the  manner  of  man;  for  Goj£s<ore« 
knowledge  is  infinite  knowledge ;  past,  present,  and 
to  come  :  seeing.  He  was,  it,  and  is  to  come  :  with 
Him  all  things  are  present,  tho'  not  so  to  us.  God 
is  all  light,  therefore  all  knowledge.  Nothing  iathe 
womb  of  iuture  darkness,  but  He  knoweth  be45fe*?t 
cometh  to  pass.  Known  unto  God  are  all  his  works 
from  the  beginning.   He  is  in  all,  and  through  all : 
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fll  exWt'bybimi  for  he  fi'leth  even'  point  in  duration* 
He  discovered!  ail  the  J'visibiltty  of  watt er,  and  there* 
fore  views  ten  thousand  guieiations  jet  unborn.  Ycsf 
and  lie  well  knows  what  way  they  will  all  conduct 
themselves  in  life.    He  foresaw  the  downfal  of  the 
church,  as  also  the  awful  revolutions  that  would 
come  to  pass  among  the  nations,  the  causes  and  cf» 
fects;  what  he  would  let  Tor  a  while,  what  he  would 
prevent*    These  things  he  revealed  to  his  6crvant 
John  ;  and  all  appeared  to  him  in  the  present  tense. 
Rev.  The  secrets  of  all  hearts  are  well  known  to 
God.    His  knowledge  is. higher  than  heavtn  ;  what 
can  we  know  \   Yea,  deeper  than  hell ;  what  can  we 
understand  I  Hi*  thoughts  and  ways  are  not  as  ours  j 
for  as  heaven  is  far  above  the  earth,  so  are  the 
thoughts  of  an  infinite  mind  above  ours !    The  eye 
of  the  Lord  is  ei>ery  where,  beholding  the  evil  and 
the  good.    Where  is  He  ?  Where  is  He  not?  Where 
can  we  fly  from  His  presence  ?    If  we  climb  up  to 
heaven)  God  is  there  visible :  If  we  dig  down  to  hell, 
we  should  meet  His  almighty  vengeance !   He  holds 
•that  prison  key  ;  and  yet  hell  in  his  view  is  without  a 
covering!   Could  we  enter  the  low  regions  of  the 
great  deep,  his  paths  are  there.  He  dtrelleth  in  eter- 
nity, and  filleth  immensity ;  therefore  his  ways  are 
{»st  folding  out ! 

2.  Predestination  or  decrees,  are  not  to  be  consi- 
dered just  as  the  foreknowledge  ;  by  reason  decrees 
lite  canons;  and  they  are  recorded  in  the  scriptures 
of  trtuh  :  but  divine  knowledge  is  a  science^  existing 
in  the  eternal  mind.  God  fort  knowcth  nil  moral  evils, 
oil  of  which  are  condemned  by  his  laws.  The  Judge 
of  the  whole  earth  will  do  right.  When  the  Lord 
forewarns  men  of  evil  to  come,  (as  the  effect  of  their 
illicit  conduct)  by  prophets>  it  is  a  favour :  as  in  the 
case  of  Nineveh,   Jonah  prophesied  of  the  overthrow 
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of  that  gteat  city  in  forty  days,  according  to  the  word 
of  the  Lord.    However,  it  was  tparcd  :  for  this  li« 
in  it  ted  time  was  as  a  national  day  of  grace ;  in  which 
day  they  heard  the  voice  of  God,  and  hardened  not 
their  hearts ;  but  believed  the  alarm,  repented,  pray- 
ecLfor  mercy  with  humility  and  fasting:  so  the  Lord 
did  avert  the  heavy  stroke  ,  which,  had  they  incorri* 
gibly  remained,  must  have  fallen  upon  them,    A  just 
decree saith, %%i  O  wicked  man,  thou  shalt  surely  die*" 
But  the  same  Lord  saith,  44  Turn  ye,  &c,  why  will 
ye  die?"    He  foreknows  good  and  evil,  but  decrees 
according  to  the  eternal  rr.'e  of  right.  •  When  David 
fled  fioirt  place  to  plar.c  before  Saul,  and  being  in  the 
city  of  Kt  ilah)  he  prayed  the  Lord  to  let  him  know  if 
Saul  would  come  10  Keiiah,  and  if  the  citizens  would 
deliver  him  t"  Saul.    The  Lord  answered  him  in  the 
affirmative  :  David  fled  lor  his  life%  and  escaped  i 
Saul  heard  of  his  departure,  and  never  went  down. 
The  LordGod  often  changtth  in  his  conduct  toward 
the  sons  of  men,  without  the  least  shadow  of  change 
in  his  eternal  mind.    This  phrase,  of  wrath  being 
restrained  or  turned  away,  is  sometimes  used  by  say- 
ing, God  repented:  which,  in  the  strictest  sense,  in 
impossible ;  yet  the  pJiraseohgy  is  used  by  inspired 
men;  which  is  only  speaking  after  the  manner  of 
men  ;  for  with  God  it  is  a  change  of  conduit  only. 
Thus  saith  the  Lord,  44  At  what  time  I  speak  ion* 
ctroing  a  nation,  to  pluck  up,  and  to  pull  clown,  and 
to  destroy  it ;  if  that  nation  turn  from  their  evil,  I 
*ill  repent  of  the  evil  that  I  thought  to  do  unto  them. 
And  at  what  instant  I  shall  speak  concerning  a  na* 
tion,  to  build  up  and  to  plant ;  if  they  do  evil  in  my 
-sighs  and  obey  not  my  voice,  then  I  will  repent  of 
the  good  wherewith  I  said  I  would  benc6t  them." 
Jtr.  xviiu  7,  &c.  to  the  11th  verse. 

3.  With  regard  to  Election,  according  to  foreknow- 
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ledge,  it  xvill  be  necessary  to  make  some  rem  or  Is  ©A 
the  writings  of  Paul  to  the  Komuns,  ch.  viii  and  ix* 
But  first  let  us  go  back  to  the  beginning.  1  Pet.  ch.  if. 
Jesus  Christ  is  said  to  be  ne  chosen  elects  precious* 
Thus  I  conclude  that  Christ  is  the  archetypal  root  of 
all  the  elect.    None  out  of  Chiist  can  be  the  elect* 
and  none  in  Christ  can  be  reprobates.  The  teed  pro- 
tnised  to  Adam  was  the  need  of  Mary,  foreknown^ 
being  of  the  lineage  of  David,  and  was  elected  fop. 
that  purpose.    From  the  promise  made  to  Adam,  and 
ill  in  Adam,  of  the  precious  elect  seed  of  die  woman,, 
the  elect  line,  lineage  or  generation  of  Jesus  Christ, 
was  preserved  through  all  the  revolutions  that  took 
place  through  the  six  ages  of  the  world  i  till  our  Loid 
appeared  in  the  flesh,    Abel  was  a  believing  and  obe- 
dient saint,  and  of  course  an  elect  in  the  Saviout's 
Ijne  i  but  Cain  was  a  reprobate,  by  reason  he  gave 
place  to  the  devil,  and  did  evil  before  God  ;  and  the 
Lord  God  laid  sin  and  blame  at  his  own  door!  2d* 
Enoch  was  a  holy  believer,  who  walked  with  God  ; 
he  also  was  of  the  eleit  and  royal  line  ;  whose  name 
signifies  Taught^  as  the  critic  tells  me.    3d.  Noah 
was  one  of  the  elect  line  ;  he  believed  in  revelation, 
and  being  moved  by  faith,  through  fear,  he  obeyed 
the  Lord  :  Noah,  is  consolation,  or  rest.    God,  ac- 
cording to  foreknowledge,  chose  Noah  for  the  pur- 
pose of  building  an  Ark;  which  was  an  emblem  of  be* 
lievers,  saved  In  Christ.    All  those  who  remained 
without  the  ark  perished  by  water ;  and  all  who  are 
found  out  of  Christ,  at  the  last  day,  will  perish  by 
fire  !    And  it  came  to  pass  after  the  flood,  when  the 
generation  of  Noah  greatly  multiplied  in  the  earth, 
the  people  being  of  one  speech,  or  dialect,  were  as 
one  ;  and  with  one  conseut  vainly  and  presumptuous** 
ly  attempted  to  erect  a  tower,  that  should  preserve 
them,  proTidcd  another  food  should  fitfl*  Now  spake 


Ehktm%  as  in  the  beginning^  siying,  if  Go  to;  let  ui 
go  down  and  confound  their  language,"  &c.  Thu* 
he  speaks  to  the  counsel  of  his  own  will,  after  tM 
manner  of  man ;  yet  the  Lord  God  is  one*  Aftcf 
those  days  the  people  were  scattered  \  and  in  ih* 
days  of  Pelr£%  not  only  the  people,  but  the  earth  ifli 
cut  and  divided  by  water  and  seas,  where  seas  WMNl 
not  till  then.    Satan  prevailed  greatly,  and  tdilmty 
spread  very  extensively.    There  was  also  an  ercf 
Shem%  whose  name  is  lienowns  he  taught  his  fan$l£ 
the  Hebrew  language,  and  the  worship  of  the  ttuM 
God*  The  Lord  foresaw  this  wan,  and  how  he  wo&ld 
conduct  himself^  yet  he  was  not  co  mpelled  to  be  the 
good  man  ;  nor  were  his  kindred  forced  to  be  *cvif<j 
God  foresaw  all  this,  but  never  decreed  idolatry. 
After  (hose  da>  s,  God,  according  tofortknowledgti 

{>rcdestinated,  caiLd  and  elected  one  of  ShemN  iamU 
y  for  a- certain  purpose,  and  planted  him  in  the  'toydl 
Uney  whose  name  was  Abram;  which  name  signifies 
father,  or  prince  of  a  prople  ;  but  Abraham  signifies 


for  a  covenant  purpose,  by  reason  he  foresaw  h£w 
Abram  would  conduct  himself,  by  teaching  and  coin* 
manding  the  faitn  and  laws  of  the  true  God*    In  thy 
seed  (saith  the  Lord)  shall  all  nations  be  blessed,  or 
benefited :  and  that  seed  is  Christ.    Abraham  had  % 
son  in  his  old  days,  by  virtue  of  a  promise ;  his  name 
was  Isaac%  which  signifies  joy*    He  was  of  the  elect 
line.    His  wife,  Kebecca,  bore  twins,  to  wit,  Ewu+ 
which  signifies  the  old  legal  law,  therefore,  not  cleft* 
ed :  the  younger  was  Jacobs  the  supplanter.  Esau 
and  Jacob  shewed  the  two  dispensations,  what  may 
be  termed  law  and  gospel.    As  Jacob,  the  younger, 
was  preferred  before  the  elder,  so  is  the  gospel  dts« 
pensatton  more  glorious  than  the  legal  dispensation. 
But  it  is  said  that  God  hated  Esau*   This  must  be 


the  father  of  many  nations. 
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Understood  comparatively.  Ortly  compare  Luke  xitr. 
26 :  He  that  hatcth  not  father,  mother,  wife,  child  ; 
yea,  and  his  own  life,  is  not  worthy  of  Chris9 :  that 
is,  Christ  must  be  esteemed  above  all.  So  God  pre- 
ferred J.icob  before  Esau,  and  that  according  to  fore* 
knowledge  respecting  their  progeny  ;  for  Esau's  ge- 
nerations, called  Edomitesy  were  enemies  to  God's 
people :  therefore,  Jacob  was  chosen  to  stand  in  the 
Messiahs  *tne« 

Then  the  Lnrd  revealed  to  believing  and  obedient 
Abraham,  how  the  great  Hebrew  nation*  whom  he 
foreknew,  should  become  a  great  people,  even  a  na* 
tfon  J  church,  after  passing  through  great  tribulation. 
Therefore,  He  predetermined  that  they  should  be 
conformed  to  the  image  of  his  son. 

We  now  revert  to  Paul'*  writings  to  the  Romans, 
Ih.  vSii.  yea,  and  ix.  saying,  "  Fur  whom  he  did  fore- 
knowi  he  also  did  predestinate  to  he  conformed," 
&c.  .  Moreover,  whom  he  did  predestinate,  them  he- 
dtso/;  called,  (out  of  Egypt)  and  whom  he  called, 
them  he  aUo  juitified,  (as  a  national  church  at  Sinai) 
and  whom  he  justified,  them  he  a* so  glorified. 

44  Israelites,  whose  is  the  adoption  ;  and  the  glorj% 
find  the  covenants,  the  few,  and  divine  form  of  wor- 
ship j  whom,  as  to  the  flesh  Christ  came.'1  Horn.  viii. 
Kow  we  have  a  view  of  this  divine  doctrine  accord* 
ing  to  foreknowledge,  and  national  election  s  and  aU 
this  according  to  the  eternal  rule  of  right.  How  were 
the  Jews  glorified  i  I  answer,  the  glory  here  spoken 
of,  must  be  His  flaming  presence,  called  the  Scheii* 
nah.  Thus  said  the  prophet,  a  Arise,  shine,  for 
thy  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  risen 
upon  thee."  David  exclaimed,  saying,  44  My  soul 
thirsteth— to  see  thy  power  and  glory,  as  I  have  seen 
it  in  the  sanctuary."  Compare  Exodus  xvi.  7.  "  l-a 
thfc  morning  y«  shall  sec  the  glory  of  the  Lord/' 
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NomK  %\v.  10.  44  The  glory  of  the  Lord  appeared 
in  the  tabernacle."  41  The  glory  on  the  mountain  i1* 
Exod.  xxiv.  15.  Lev.  ix.  23.  "  The  glory  of  the 
Lord  filled  the  temp^."  1  King?,  viiie  7.  Compare 
Luke,  ix.  32.  Altho'  thos-  people  were  foreknown, 
predestinated,  called,  justified,  and  thus  glorified ; 
yet,  as  they  did  not  g:ve  all  diligence  to  make  their 
calling  and  election  sure s  thousands  fell  and  perished 
in  the  wilderness. 

Behold  how  the  scale  turned ;  the  fall  of  the  Jeifil 
was  the  rise  of  the  Gentiles :  Rom.  xu  11  13.  For 
the  scripture,,  foreseeing  that  God  would  justify  the 
heathen  through  faith,  preached  the  gospel  to  Abra? 
ham :  Gal.  iii.  8.  AH  this  was  done  by  foreknowledge, 
according  to  the  eternal  rule  of  right.    See  Ephcs* 
ch.  i.    The  Gentiles  were  fore-known,  and  elected  j 
lit  least  as  ra  iny  as  received  Christ.    Now  then,  ot> 
account  of  unbelief,  the  elect  Jews  became  reprobated, 
and  the  reprobate  Gentiles  were  called  and  elected 
through  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.   With  rc£artl 
to  our  personal  calling  and  election,  the  doctrine 
funs  thus,  when  we  obey  the  gospel  call,  it  becomes 
an  effectual  call ;  and  when  we  believe  with  the  heart, 
we  are  elected  by  grace,  and  not  of  ourselves :  thi* 
is  effected  through  sanctification  of  the  spirit,  unto 
-obedience.  1  Pet.  i.  2.    4<  Chosen,  through  sanctifi* 
cation  of  the  spirit  and  belief  of  the  truth      2  The^s. 
iim  13.    Now  44  Give  all  diligence  (O  believers)  to 
make  your  calling  and  electiou  sure%  and  ye  shall  ne. 
ver  falh"  Peter.    I  have  before  observed  that  Christ 
in  humanitv,  as  the  promised  seed,  is  the  root  of  all 
the  elects  ail  in  Him  are  elected^  and  ail  without  art 
reprobated.    For  Paul  saith,  4*  Examine  yourselves 
whether  ye  be  in  the  faith ;  for  except.Christ.be  in 
you,  then  are  ye  reprobates.   2  Cor.  ch.  xiii.  Those 
who  abide  in  Christ  are  fruitful  branches.  Sinners 
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arc  not  in  Christ;  therefore*  non  elect.  The  Lord 
foresaw  and  told  Moses,  that  Pharaoh  would  not  let 
Israel  go  ;  yet  every  means  should  be  used  on  God's 
part ;  that  every  caviller's  mouth  may,  at  a  future 
dav,  be  stopped.  As  Pharaoh  disobeyed  the  voice 
of  God,  and  hardened  his  heart,  after  m .»ny  divine 
impressions,  yea,  he  promised  to  obev,  and  repeat- 
cdl)  lied  to  God,  (as  many  sick  people  do)  the  Lord 
gave  him  to  a  hard  heart,  as  a  just  curse  on  him. 

It  is  said  the  Lord  hardened  Pharaoh's  heart  %  so 
he  did  ;  but  not  positively,  but  in  the  negative,  by 
widid  rawing  all  good  impressions  from  hi  in  ;  and  for 
a  certain  purpose  the  Lord  prolonged  his  days  thro* 
all  his  heavy  judgments,  that  he  might  shew  His 
great  power  on  him  at  the  Red  Sea  ;  as  a  reprobate 
vessel  of  wraths  who,  by  pride  and  rebellion,  had 
fitted  himself  for  destruction.    And  all  this  was  done 
according  to  the  divine  rule  of  right.       Cyrus  was 
foreknown,  and  mentioned  by  nam;*,  before  he  per* 
tonally  existed  ;  yea,  he  was  predestinated  and  elect* 
ed  for  a  certain  purpose,  a'thu'  he  was  an  idolater. 
Ministers  of  the  gospel,  speak  plain ;  let  the  world 
know  what  we  belirve  relative  t<»  these  things  ;  we 
are  in  a  free  land.    Let  us  not  handle  the  word  de- 
ceitfully !  Let  us  not  be  ashamed  of  the  gospel:  if 
the  gospel  holds  forth  an  eternal  unconditional  elec- 
tion to  a  small  part,  while  the  rest  of  mankind  are 
passed  by,  and  left  to  perish  in  their  sins,  let  us  speak 
plainly,  and  be  at  pains  to  prove  the  doctrine  with 
consistency* 

I  shall  conclude  this  general  head  of  doctrine  with 
the  last  words  of  David,  saying,  u  Solomon,  my 
son,  know  thou  the  God  of  thy  father,  and  serve  him 
with  a  perfect  heart,  and  a  willing  mind.  If  yo»i 
seek  him,  he  will  be  found  of  you  ;  but,  if  you  forsak* 
him,  he  will  <a:t  you  ciT  far  cv:r.r  1  Clira.  xiv.il. '9. 
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*IXTII  HEAD  OF  DOCTRINE*— EVEN  THE  DOCTRINE 
OF  JA1TH,  AND  HOW  IT  COMETH. 

Notwithstanding  this  doctrine  is  preached  by 
every  gospel  minister,  and  thousands  have  experien- 
ced the  blessed  effects  of  faith ;  yea,  all  the  happy 
spirits  who  are  gone  to  heaven,  hive  died  in  the 
Tii  h:  vet,  among  us,  ministers,  the  subject  has  been 
handlcu  so  illogical  and  incoherent,  that  thousands  of 
our  serious  hearers  have  never  had  a  clear  under- 
standing of  this  grand  subject;  but  it  still  remains 
unintelligible*  Wc  justly  condemn  'unbelievers '  to 
perdition  ;  and  so  leave  them  in  a  labyrinth  of  diflU 
culties,  how  to  obtain  this  faith. 

Men  may  believe  a  thousand  ways  respecting  God 
and  religion  ;  but  there  is  only  one  true  gospel  faiths 
vet  many  degree*  of  faith.    Should  any  one  ask  how 
faith  cometh,  the  apostle  answers,  44  Faith  comcth 
by  hearing,51  of,  and  by  virtue  of  the  word  of  God. 
Rom.  x.    The  prophet  saith,  4o  Who  hath  believed 
cur  report?19  There  are  such  plain,  reasonable,  moral 
evidences  of  truth  in  the  gospel  report,  witnessed  by 
prophets,  confirmed  by  inimitable  miracles,  that  eve- 
ry reasonable,  attentive  hearer  may  believe,  as  to  the 
Jirst  degree  of  faith.    The  report  testifies  of  our 
ruined  state  ;  that  we  are  hv  nature  wrttched,  mi- 
jfterable,  poor,  blind,  and  naked :  then  the  love  ot 
God  in  Christ  is  exhibited;  and  the  Vray  of  life  and 
salvation  by  the  blood t}f  atonement*    Thus  the  gos- 
pel give*  information  how  wc  are  to  believe  ;  whit 
v/e  are  to  believe :  and  then  Ch-  isL  'ir  held  forth  as 
the  object  of  trust.    Thus  saith  toe  Lord,  4*  Ye  be- 
lieve in  God,  believe  aho  in  me for  I  am  in  the 
Father,  and  the  Father  in  me.    As  there  is  but  one 
faith,  to  to  us  there  is  but  one  God.    Believing  U 
faith,  or  the  exercise  of  faith ;  being  a  persuasive 
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conclusion  that  those  reports  are  true.  It  it  wrote, 
And  prearhed,  that  faith  is  an  immediate  gift  from 
God  ;  that  13,  communicated  at  a  certain  instant  into 
the  mind,  as  other  graces  and  convictions  are :  there- 
fore, none  can  believe  until  'the  gift  of  faith  is  be* 
stowed.  It  is  said,  44  By  grace  are  ye  saved  through 
faith,  and  that  not  of  yourselves,  for  it  is  the  gift  of 
God.**  I  answer,  that  word  it  signifies  that  our  sal- 
vation is  of  God,  and  not  of,  or  from  the  creature. 
We  will  keep  to  our  text,  44  The  Judge  will  da 
right.".  If  none  enn  believe  till  God  pleases  to  be- 
stow that  gift,  why  arc  people  damned  for  lack  of 
that  which  never  was  g'wen  ?  or  whv  did  Paul  say, 
*•  Faith  cometh  by  hearing*"  Will  God  expect  to 
reap  where  he  never  sowed  ?  Rom'.  Xii.  Paul  tell* 
how  God  deals  out  the  measure  of  faith  i  But  the 
context  shews  this  to  signify  the  various  gifts  be- 
stowed on  teachers  4  and  that  they  should  think  se- 
riously on  their  business,  and  prophesy  according  to 
the  proportion  of  the  light  and  true  conviction  of  faith 
they  possessed.  M  m  is  not  the  author  of  his  faith  ; 
yet  A*  is  condemned  for  abiding  in  a  state  of  unbelief. 
Thc'word  of  faith,  ev<n  the  word  of  grace,  is  p  e~ 
vious  to  our  faith,  who  dwell  in  the  gospel  regions; 
seeing  the- gospel  gives  a  genera'  light.  \  The  lowest 
degree  of  faith  is,  to  believe  in  the  existence  of  the 
Lord  God.  Without  this  degree  of  faith,  man  would 
riot  move  one  step  toward  him.  The  second  degree 
of  faith,  where  the  bible  doctrine  is  exhibited,  is,  to 
be  persuaded  of  the  authenticity  of  the  scriptures. 
A  third  degree  of  faith,  is,  to  believe  that  God  will 
reward,  or  be  gracious  to  those  who  diligently  seek 
him':  by  duch  a  belief,  the  soul  is  excited  to  move 
forward  ;  otherwise  it  would  despair.  A  fourth  de» 
£rte<of  faith  among  gospel  hearers,  is  as  folio wcVh : 

c 


t    34  ] 


*c  Te  believe  in  God%  believe  also  in  mef'  saith  the  Lord 
Jesus ;  that  I  am  in  the  Father,  and  the  Father  in 
xp«  !  AU  this  men  may  have  a  slight  persuasion  of, 
and  their  faith  have  no  influence  on  their  conduct: 
neither  docs  it  purify  their  hearts.  The  cause  of  all 
this,  is  not  altogether  infidelity,  but  a  presumptuous 
procrastination^  intending  to  sec  k  the  Lord  by-and-by ; 
a  little  before  death,  or  just  on  their  death-bed.  Self 
indulgence  is  sweet ;  the  soul  cries,  a  little  more 
sleep ;  so  he  turns  like  a  door  on  its  hinges,  till  many 
are  turned  into  hell  1  We  are  taught  to  seek  the  Lord, 
while  he  may  be  found.  Faith  without  works,  is  faith 
without  grace ;  which  is  by  no  means  saving.  Neither 
can  grace  save  without  faith  j  for  we  are  saved  by 
grace  thro*  faith.  Saving  faith  is  a  heart-work,  and 
grace  is  antecedent.  Thus,  the  relative  faith  answers 
to  its  antecedent  grace.  Seme  of  our  gospel  minis- 
ters write,  and  say,  that  hearing  of  the  gospel  is  suf- 
ficient to  produce  saving  faith  in  all  who  hear,  inde- 
pendent of  grace.  This  is  giving  too  much  to  mao, 
and  is  certainly  an  error.  If  men  could  believe  when 
they  would,  why  arc  deep  penitents  so  long  in  dis- 
tress, while  some  do  utterly  despair  t  The  pure  or- 
thodoxy lies  between  the  two  extremes.  None  can 
believe  without  evidence  and  light.  The  understand- 
ing must  be  illuminated  previous  to  faith  %  no. man 
believes  without  light.  The  first  degree  of  faith  is  a 
persuasion  from  the  evidences  of  the  revealed  word  ; 
yet  this  light  can  be  rejected,  and  darkness  preferred. 
The  living  faith  is  produced  by  a  reve.lation  made  to 
the  understanding,  by  the  entrance  of  the  word,  which 
is  shprpj  quick  and  powerful,  dividing  the  soul  and 
spirit^  &c.  and  discovers  the  thoughts  and  intents  of 
the  heart.  Heb.  iv.  12.  Compare  Psal.  exbe.  130. 
44  The  entnmte  of  thy  word  giveth  light:"  yea,  it  giv» 
eth  understanding.    This  is  the  real  sense  of  the  let- 
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ter,  revealed  to  the  mind.    The  word  of  God  was 
given  by  the  spirit,  as  contained  in  the  scriptures  of 
truth;  therefore,  the  word  is  letter,  spirit,  and  life. 
John  vi.  63.    Men  are  generally  convinced  of  truth, 
so  far  as  to  confer  and  profess.    Thus  men  arc 
convinced  of  sin,  hut  when  truth  enters,  they  arc 
feelingly  convicted  for  sin,  as  Felix  was.     The  thief 
is  convinced  ke  is  a  villain,  but  when  arrested^  he 
trembles !    This  divine  light  of  truth  is  that  cause^of 
power,  which  begets  or  produces  living  faith.  We 
attribute  all  this  to  Christ,  who  is  the  author  of  our 
faith  ;  not  only  as  the  author  or  cause  of  the  word  of 
frith;  but  he  is  the  true  light :  He  #V  truth  kself.  la 
bim  is  light,  anil  that  light  is  life  also*    This  light 
produces  the  first  degree  of  living  faith,  whereby  the 
man  is  moved  by  fear,  producing  obedience.  There- 
fare,  li^ht  begets  faith;  faith  is  mixed,  or  works  by 
fear,  and  obedirnce  is  the  fruit  that  follows.  He  for- 
mcrly  supposed  himself  to  be  a  sinner,  under  con- 
demnation;  but  now  he  knows  and  feels  it!  This 
produces  repentance,  and  fruit  meet  for  repentance. 
He  is  now  passive,  and  open  to  conviction  ;  the  light 
of  truth  enters  the  upper  region  of  his  soul,  where 
God  begins  the  new  creation.    VWath  is  now  reveal- 
ed from  heaven  ;  and  O  1  the  sinner  cries  out  of  the 
bitterness  of  his  heart,  *0  wretched  man  that  lam  t* 
Who  shall  deliver  me?   Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  deli- 
ver ray  soul!  Thus  faith,  being  a  simple  idra%  works 
a  full  persuasion  respecting  his  just  condemnation  ; 
for  altho1  condemned,  he  owns  the  judgment  right. 
This  degree  of  light  from  Christ,  thtough  the  word, 
produces  a  degree  of  living  faith  ;  which  faith  h  ac- 
companied with  fear%  hope,  and  obedience  ;  and  ne- 
ver fails  to  make  the  heart  better.    The  soul  is  now 
taught  of  God,  to  fear  God,  and  this  is  the  beginning 
of  wisdom*    The  soul  thus  exercise d>  not  only  far- 


[   35  ] 


sakes,  but  hates  Bin    not  only  0mrsin,  butatfsTnj 
yta  heart  sin^  even  pride,  arrogance,  and  every  fals$ 
way.    Thus  by  grace,  thro*  faith,  the  Lord  prepare! 
the  heart :  Pro  v.  xvu  1.    Agaia,  when  God  behokj* 
the  hearty  that  it  is  humbled,  empty,  and  prepared* 
He  causes  the  glorious  light  of  the  gospel  to  *him 
into  such  a  heart,  whereby  the  soul  beholds  a  fulness 
in  Christ,  and  no  longer  staggers  at  the  promises; 
but  having  power  to  trust  Christ,  he  feels  his  sin*  for* 
givcnt  and  the  burden  removed :  he  never  saw  Jesus, 
but  believing  in  the  light,  he  loves  him,  and  rejoices 
with  a  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory !  His  soul  is 
now  translated  from  darkness  to  light;  yea,  is  passed 
from  death  unto  life:  What  the  letter  saith  to  the  ear, 
the  spirit  applies  and  witnesseth  the  same  to  the  hearU 
This  is  the  most  holy  faith ;  the  precious  faith  ;  the 
overcoming  faith  ;  the  faith  which  works  by  hvef  and 
purifies  the  heart.    The  love  ot  God  being  shed  a* 
broad  inlhc  heart,  he  is  not  ashamed ;  he  speaks  as 
he  never  spake  before.    He  realises  glory,  by  strong 
evidences;  his  soul  embraces  the  promises  which' ara 
far  off,  and  thus  he  becomes  a  pilgrim,  and  walks  by 
faith*    He  now  believeth  with  the  heart,  and  receives 
the  Holy  Spirit.    Thus  we  discover  that  faith  is  a 
persuasion,  (Rom,  iv.  21,22)  even  a  simple  i3ea$ 
produced  by  the  word  and  spirit ;  but  not  numbered 
among  the  promises,  for  the  promises  are  received 
by  faith*    Thus  people  who  remain  in  Unbelief,  are 
such  sa  rebel  against  the  ltght%  and  prefer  darkness 
rather;  knowing  their  deeds  to  be  evil. 

I  now  come  to  my  seventh  head  of  doctrine,  even 
the  doctrine  of  Righteousness, 


SEVENTH  HEAD  OF  DOCTRINE — ON'  RIGHT EOUSXESS. 

IT  is  reduced  to  a  certainty^  that  all  flesh  arc  far 
gone  from  original  righteousness,  it  is  also  certain, 
that  by  the  deeds  of  the  law  no  man  can  be  justified  ; 
for  by  the  law  5s  the  knowledge  of  sin.  Therefore 
except  our  righteousness  exceed  the  righteousness  of 
the  Scribe?  and  Ph  irixee**  v/c  cannot  be  saved.  The 
Jews  went  ab  nit  to  establish  their  cxvn  rig-kUon$>}t&*% 
and  did  not  submit  to  the  righteousness  which  is  of 
God.  A  gospel  righteousness  we  must  have,  or  ne- 
ver c nter  the  kingdom  of  Heaven. 

It  is  published  with  emphasis,  and  believed  by 
thousands,  that  the  Lord  God  imputes  the  righteous- 
ness of  Jesus  Christ  to  every  believer.  In  my  judg- 
ment this  is  an  error,  that  hath  long  prevailed  thro' 
the  reformed  churches  :  To  suppose  that  one  God, 
(as  it  were)  should  impute,  or  trailer  the  righteous- 
ness of  (mother  God— to  a  creature,  to  me  appears 
an  abominable  idea.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  The 
Father  and  I  are  one."  Then,  if  so,,  the  righteous* 
nets  of  Christ  is  the  righteousness  of  God,  the  Father. 
Christ  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God 
(Phil.  ii.  6):  and  therefore  he  must  have  an  equal 
righteousness,  Doth  moral  and  divine ;  or,  in  other 
words  a  divine,  habitual^  and  personal  righteousness* 
^wo  stu  b  divine  perfections  can  no  more  exist,  than 
two  eternal  XJr/V/Vv.1— which  is  impossible;  and  a 
contradiction  in  terim.  Jesus  saith,  44  I  am  in  the 
Father,  and  the  Father  in  me."  The  Father  who 
dwelt  i/i  him  did  the  oworks.  Thus  we  learn, 
that  the  perfections  .  of  ihc  God-head  were  Christ's 
habitual  lightsousucss ;  and  by  that  divine,  intern;*! 
righteousness,  He  was  influenced  to  perform  pruv* 
ticil  righteousness.  Ag  touching  his  passive  obe* 
dienre,  God  was  in  Christ  when  He  rcconci  ed  die 
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xtorld  to  himself.   Paul.   The  Father  claims  the  ho* 
inanity;  and  Christ  claims  the  divinity.    See  Acts, 
xx.  98.   "  Feed  the  Church  of  God,  which  He  hath 
purchased  with  hts  otvn  btbod.     Jesus  aaith,  44 1  am 
the  frst  tfnd  the  last     Rev*  ii.  8.    Jesus  claims  the 
seven'  spirits ;  Rev  in.  1.  He  is  J^Aa  and  Ome* 
gas  the  root  and  offspring  of  DavirJ  •  the  bright  and 
morning  star.  Rev.  xxii.  16.    Thus  it  is,  that  the 
righteousness  of  Cod  and  his  Christ  are  inviolably 
one*    He  that  possessed*  that  robe,  is  cloathed  with 
the  righteousness  of.God  !   Christ's  vesture  had  no 
seam ;  so  the  righteousness  of  God  and  Christ-are 
not  to  be  divided*    Christ's  righteousness  is  not  only 
immaculate*  but  immutable.  It  is  absolute  perfection  : 
yea,  it  is  infinitely  glorious.    The  lower  heaven*  are 
not  pure  in  his  sight.    No  angel  in  heaven  claim* 
such  a  righteousness.  '  Christ  Jesu?  was  incarnate, 
even  God  Manifest  in  the  flesh*    No  humanity  but 
his  could  bear  God's  righteousness.    It-includes  all 
the  divine  attributes,  which  only  Christ  could  bsdr% 
as  the  bash  unconsumed  in  JJames  pf  fire  I  Were  such 
a  righteousness  imputed  to  a  creature— such  a  person 
would  be  a  God,  or  consumed  in  a  moment.  Ob* 
serve,  such  a  robe  of  righteousness,  cannot  be  stained 
or  polluted.    This  doctrine  can  be  reduced  to  a  cer- 
tainty :  for  to  suppose  the  Lord's  righteousness  could 
be  stained,  is  a  blasphemous  klea.  *  Observe,  thtp 
saith  the  Lord,  "  Thou  hast  a  few  names  in  Sardisr 
who  have  not  defiled  theif  garments."  Rev*  iii.  4. 
James  writes,  that  pure  religion  mu%t  keep  itself  un? 
spitted  from  the  world :  1.  27.    Jude  exhorts  us  to 
hate  the  garment  spotted  bjr  the  flesh :  xxiii*  Did 
believers  possess  the  robe  of  Christ's  righteousness, 
surely  it  could  not  be  improved,  washed,  or  made 
whiter.    Now  hear  the  language  of  holy  writ :  John 
saif  a  company  of  shining  people  marching  lip  fo 
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heaven,  and  one  of  the  celestial  elders  said,  4C  7%rJr 
arc  tliey  who  have  come  through  great  tribulation,  arid 
have  washed  their  robe*,  and  made  them  white  fa  tht 
blood  ef  the  Lamb?  Were  they  dressed  in  the  per- 
sonal active  and  passive  obedience  of  Christ  ?  No. 
Again,  Christ's  actual  righteousness  was  both  legal 
and  moral.  His  passive  obedience  was  a  willing  sa- 
crifice, ijrhich  can  never  be  imputed  to  us.  He  is 
made  unto  us  righteousness,  wisdom,  sanctification 
and  redemption.  Paul.  Now  if  the  righteousness  of 
Christ  be  imputed,  so  roust  his  wisdom  and  glo- 
rious sanctification:  which  indeed  cannot  be.  1  Cor. 
i.  30.  If  the  doctrine  of  imputed  righteousness  be  an 
error,  the  ground  of  the  mistake  lies  here,  viz.  Mi- 
bisters  judge  it  absolutely  necessary  for  the  saints  to 
possess  a  righteousness  rfiat  in  all  respects  is  adequate 
to  the  requisitions  of  the  divine  moral  law.  This 
idea  hath  some  shew  of  wisdom*  and  appearance  of 
truth  ;*  but  when  it  is  critically  examined,  it  must 
come  out  an  error.  The  types  and  shadows  under 
the  law,  were  fulfilled  in  Christ.  Then  observe,,  the 
Jews  offered  up  bloody  sacrifices  as  tf/7i°  offerings ; 
then  the  High  Pfiest  would  take  of  (hat  blood,  and 
enter  the  Holy  of  Holies,  there  before  the  mer- 
cy-seat, and  intercede  for  the  errors  of  the  peop'e* 
And  thus  our  High  Priest,  who  died  for  our  sins, 
rose  for  our  justification,  ascended  into  heaven,  where 
acting  as  High  Priest,  he  virtually  intercedcth  for 
the  errors  of  the  elect,  and  then  for  the  whole  world. 
Thus  we  have  access  to  the  God  head,  through  the 
medium  of  Christ ;  even  the  glorified  humanity  \ 
Thus  He  is  our  teaching  prophet;  as  also  a  redeem* 
*ng  Jesus,  a  ruling  king,  and  atoning  priest*  There- 
fore, our  faith  is  imputed  to  us  for  righteousness  pas 
was  the  case  with  Abraham.  So  wrote  TcrtulSan  of 
the  second  century.    The  same  doctrine  was  sub* 


ptantiatedby  Origin*  Justin,  Beda%  Luther^zui  &eu 
Calvin  once  believed  this  doctrine ;  with  many  other 
eld  writers.    u  If  thou  shall  confess  wiih  thy  mouth 
the  Lord  Jesus,  and  believe  with  thy  heart  that  God 
raised  him  from  the  dead,  thou  shall  be  saved  ;  (or 
with  the  heart  man  b.elicveth  unto  righteoutaess 
and  without  any  mention  of  righteousness  imputed 
for  righteousness !    David  prayed  that  God  would 
clothe  his  priests  with  righteousness.   Yet  sure  I  am% 
that  the  jc wish  priests  were  not  clothed  with  the  per- 
sonal  righteousncw  of  Chr\*t,  by  reason  the  High 
Priest  made  intercession  for  his  cxvn  imperfections ; 
Hebo  xx.    The  christian's  inward  ornament  is  grace, 
light,  glory,  beauty  for  ashes;  the  garment  of  salva- 
tion :  Isaiah.  ,  Therefore,  wc  must  cause  this  inward 
light  to  shine  in  good  works ;  which  may  be  called 
u  The  fruit  of  righteousness."  Our  justification  from 
sin  is  a  work  of  grace,  and  an  act  of  mercy*  accord* 
ing  to  the  law  mentioned  in  Horn.  via.  u  Tfie  law, 
of  the  spirit  of  life%  in  Christ  Jesus"  Therefore, 
*4  Blessed  is  the  man  to  whom  the  Lord  imputeth  not 
sin:"  Psal.  xxxii.    Rom.  iv.  Internal  righteousness 
is  a  participation  of  the  dvine  nature*  2  Pet.  u  4. 
PsaU  xL  10:  lxvi.  16,  6c.  This  is  an  habitual  righte- 
outness  wrought  by  grace:  God  works  within ;  but 
our  personal,  or  practical  righteousness,  we  must  di- 
ligently perform :  **  Do  justlu^  love  mercy,  and  walk 
humbly  with.  God"    The  righteousness  of  our  Lord 
is  his  own  glory ;  which  h$  will  not  give  to  another  j 
nor  could  such  a  righteousness  need  aqy  intercession* 
A  sure  mark  of  a  righteous  .soul,  is,  to  hate  all 
and  delight  in  holiness.    Righteousness  is  godliness. 
The  righteous  soul  of  Lot  was  daily  grieved  at  seeing 
and  hearing  ths  wickedness  of  the  people :  2  Pet.  ii. 
8.    The  godly  man  delights  in  the  law  ot  his  God, 
because  it  is  a  holy  law.  D.wid.    Our  righteousneu 
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i*  not  so  immaculate  but  we  need  intercession  every 
moment ;  nor  is  it  so  immutable^  but  we  may  fall  from 
it,  as  Lot  did!  Indeed,  if  we  support  the  worthy 
character,  we  shall  hold  on  our  vwy  ;  m:d  if  we  keep 
clean  hands,  we  shall  wax  stronger  awl  stronger.  If 
my  reader  must  have  a  positive  proof,  I  here  produce 
it,  Rom.  iv.  5.  Mis  faith  h  counted 'for  rhhtcousncts* 
I  say,  His  faith* 


EIGHTH  HEAD  OF  DOCTRINE — ON  TH-E  P£RSLV£. 
JIAKCE.OF  SAINTS. 

IF  this  doctrine  is  found  among  the  absolute  pre 
mises,  fas  sortie  assert)  that  God  wiil%  and  they  shall  > 
1  am  on  the  wrong  line :  but  I  find  it  to  be  a  gospej 
injunction:  Ephcs.  vi.  18.    We  are  ordered  to  put 
on  the  gospel  armour,  in  order  to  confront  the  ene. 
my;  wiih  pi  ayer,  watching,  and  all  perseverance^ 
Thus,  with  the  spirit  of  Caleb  (thro*  Christ)  you  are 
fully  able  to  meet  the  till  enemies,  and  go  up  ancj 
take  possession.  Caleb  was  a  perfect  saint,  by  reason 
he  -wholly  followed  the  Lord.    Paul  preached  perse- 
verance, when  he  said,  **4  Let  us  go  on  to  --perfection : ' 
1K  b.  vi.  Peter  preached  perseverance  thus  44  Giving 
( Kill)  diligence  to  make  your  calling  end  election  sure  : 
|C7*  For — if,  ye  do  these  things,  ye  shall  never 
tall."    Saints  do  certainly  persevere,  for  saint*  arc 
ftanctifu d  ones ;  hut  the  idea  that  sa'nta  can  decline, 
and  bicomc  sinners,  scripture  testifies ;  as  also  the 
dreadful  conduct  of  many  do  prove !    Some  do  say, 
«4  Such  as  fall  away,  never  were  tru-y  righteous 
But  wc  Lnow  better,  with  regard  to  one :  The  apos- 
tle saith,  Lot  was  once  a  righteous  man,  yea,  his  verp 
soul  was  righteopi :  2  Pet.  ii.  8.    Rut  Moses  wrote 
9f  hit  horrible  apostacy  after  he  left  Sodom,  as  being 
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guilty  of  beastly  drunkenness,  mt\A  brutish  incest;  and 
that  repeatedly  f  Gen.  ch.  six.  33,  &c.    Alas,  I  read 
no  more  of  righteous  Lot :  he  is  p,one  off  in  a  fog ! !  I 
The  churches  mentioned  in  the  Revelations,  as  first 
planted  by  holy  inspired  apostles:  This  compact 
body  was  a  mere  wonder  in  the  sight  of  heavto  ;  a 
woman  cloathed  with  the  sun,  crowned  with  twelve 
stars,  Sec.    Now  hear  what  the  Lent  by  the  spirit 
said  to  those  churches  in  their  decline :  Some  had 
kit  their  firtt  love  ;  that  is,  by  withdrawing  from  the 
Lord  aisd  the  light;  others  were  lukewarm,  near  be- 
ing abhorred;  others  had  but  ittle,  religion,  left,  and 
that  little  ready  to  perish !  Some  were  called  by  the 
Jiving  namc%  that  is,  Christian  ;  but  they  were  dead 
branches,  wretched,  miserable,  poor,  blind  and  naked, 
Jf  there  be  no  danger  in  such  backsliding*,  then  there 
is  no  evil  in*//2;  apostates  may  sin  with  impttmtyy 
for* converts  are  lawless  favourites!    The  inspired 
minister  saith,  44  Be  not  deceived,  God  is  not  mock- 
ed ;  whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap. 
Be  not  -high:  minded,  but  fear.    Behold  the  severity 
and  goodness  of  God;  severity  on  them  ( the  elect  Jews) 
that  Jell:  but  goodness  toward you*  if  ye  continue  in 
Jus  goodness ;  othenvise  thou  shall  be  cut  off.".  "Many 
other  sacred  texts  and  recorded  examples  nr.ght  be 
added  to  substantiate  this  truth,  that  ail  converts  do 
ndt  persevere ;  which  phrase  signifies  a  pressing  for- 
ward, and  a  continuation  in  well  doing;  like  good 
soldier*,  who  -flush  with  hope  of  victory,  and  endure 
faithfully  till  death ;  those  who  are  called,  chosen  and 
faithful:  Rev.  xvii»  14.    Backsliders  are  not  saints. 
Let  us  attend  to  the  fo!lowingtext:  *•  He  that  abideth 
in  Christ  sinneth  not."    Now  hear  the  Lord  himself 
4pcak  v  *4  Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you,  &c  for  ye 
cannot  bear  fruit  extent  ye  abide  in  me.'*    This  must 
(ft  a  spiritual  union  here  spoken  of,  viz*  44  Abide  in 


mC)  and  I  in  yGu"    It  is  acknowledged  that  eonvcrfs 
may  fall  foully,  but  not  finally.    Now  then,  iftncy 
may  fall  intO£T0.w  tins,  this  testifies  they  arc  not  ir- 
resistibly kept  by  a  divine 'power:  so,  that  prove* 
saints  to  be  in  a  state  of  Jhcc ability^  able  to  str.ndt 
yet  free  to  fall.    But  what  has  all  this  to  do  with  im- 
puted righteousness?  Now  then,  ii  we  can  fall  jovlhj\ 
and  being  thus  weakened,  what  prevents  a  final  fail? 
It  is  true*  Christ  will  raise  them  all  at  die  last  day  5 
but  every  one  in  his  own  order.    The  dead  in  Christ 
shall  rise  first:  /or  they  that  are  Christ's,  have  cruci- 
fied the  jlmhy  with  the  affections  and  lusts.  Moreover^ 
if  any  man  hare  not  the  spirit  of  Christ,  he  is  none  of 
his.    His  sheep  (owned  by  him  J  are  such  as  obey  hh 
voice,  and  follow  him:  they  never  peri?  b,  because 
their  good  shepherd  feeds  and  guards  ihcm.    if  any 
one  say,  I  abide  in  Christ,  let  him  walk  even *as  Christ 
walked.  See  John  xv.  10.  44  If  uekeep* my  command* 
mentSy  ye  shall  abide  in  my  love.      The  idea  of  abso* 
lute  perseverance*  seems  to  arise  from  the  notion  of 
God's  almighty  power.    But  this  notion  will  vanish,, 
on  confessing  that  converts  may  fall  foull)  :  ihra 
proves  that  our  protection  against  our  own  will,  is 
not  irresistible.    The  second  notion,  is  a  belief  that 
Christ  kept  the  laxu  for  all  believers.    I  ask  one  se- 
rious question,  viz.  When  a  conveit  falls  foully,  i* 
the  righteousness  of  Christ  at  that  time  imputed  his  ? 
If  the  answer  be  yra,  sueh  an  one  must  allow  that 
believers  arc  under  no  penal  law,  therefore  not  ac* 
countable  creatures.  But  if  the  answer  be  twy  Christ** 
righteousness  is  not  imputed  when  thus  fallen  1  (hen 
are  \\xcy  finally  fallen ;  having  no  righteousness  of 
their  own  I  Christ  surely  k.-pt  the  law  to  perfection 
and  chid  was  his  active  righteousness,  as  the  beloveH 
son  in  whom  the  Father  was  well  pleased.    ■  -there- 
fore  He  Was  th*  jubt  t/ir,  who  freely  auflcml  forth* 


C  44  J 

tr.  just.  Had  he  been  seen  with  the  lea*t  tjtot  or  ble^ 
mmh  in  A/*  righteousness,  he  could  not  have  bcet^ 
the  spoiless  Lamb  of  God*  ,  The  Ciallatian*  ffcU  from 
jjrace,  and  so  may  we,  unless  ,10?  keep  ia  ordert 
iV  soul  is  wilting;  but  flesh  is  wc&fc.  My  canty* 
aion  is,  •*  Art  A/m  f A<i*  thirtieth  he  stan  'ftthj  take  Af/4 
ktthefaU."  Thus  auith  the  Lord,  IK  ^kcepmjp 
commandments,  yc  thali  abide  In  my  love*  II7'  yq 
give  all  diligrocc,  ye  shall  never       &ci  &c 


KINTH  BpAB  OF  POCTILIKE  OH  CBRT8TIAK  *BRFIC« 

TIQH,  AND  THE  WAV  TO  OBTAIN-  IT* 

PERFECTION  may  be  included  in  a  sanctified 

ftatc,  or  to  be  jpadc  holy  ;  hut  those  phrases  are  not 
lwa>*»  synonimQutly  understood.    1»  Perfection  ab* 
colutely,  essciitially,  ra  the  superlative  degree,  bv*4 
Jtaiigeth  only  to  the  Most  High !  But  if  there  be  /i*y 
perfection  in  creatures,  we  must,  .consider  it  in  a 
qualified tttiic.    I  ask,  Are  aajjela/m  heaven  perfect 
beings  I  [  judge  them  so;*  yet  by  no  means  efHsl 
trith  God.    Surely,  Adam  in  primeval rectitude  V*| 
%  perfect  man  \  ytt  a  little  lower  in  wisdom  and  gloi^ 
than  the.e/ftt  angels.    I  read  in  sacred  writ  of  a  pen* 
pie  before  the  law,  who  had  but  a  mere  dawr\o(  dU 
Vide  light,  yet  tome  of  those  were  deemed  perfects 
in  their  generations  This  we  will  consider  in  the po* 
lithe  case. 

The  Jews  lived  in  a  brighter  day  than  the  Gentiles^, 
and  some  of  them  were  deemed  perfect*  This  form* 
the  second  case,  even  the  relative:  Theft  $gmes  in 
the  perfect  christian,  according  to  gospel  lighf^which 
it  far  more  glorious  ;  and  this  forms  the  third  c&e% 
even  the  superlative.  View  the  gradation :  1^  The 
Gentile ;  2.  The  Jew*  3.  The  Christian?  4.  Primi* 
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the  Adam  ;  5.  Elect  An^tls  ;  6.  Gorl  Almighty  ove^ 
all,  blessed  for  ever  I J !-— —  David  observed,  that  he 
had  seen  an  end  to  all  perfection:  Psal.  cx$x„  96. 
But  with  regard  to  religious  perfection,  it  is  a  phrane 
made  use  of  by  inspired  men  a  number  of  times ;  and 
also  by  our  Saviour  hi:nstlf:  Matt,  v.  48.  4i  Be  yz 
perfect^  even  as  your  Father  is  perfect"  Candid 
reader,  if  thou  art  a  convert)  dost  thou  believe  in  the 
doctripe,  as  attainable  before  death,  and  really  ne- 
cessary I  If  thou  dost  not  believe,  thou  will  never 
seek  after  it.  But  if  thou  art  otherwise  minded,  and 
will  lie  open  to  conviction,  und  |>ray%  the  Lord  will 
reveal  this  unto  thee:  Phil.  iii.  15.  Behold,  ho>v 
many,  converts  leave  their  Jirnt  love,  rest  on  a  past 
experience,  become  mere  carnal  babes,  while  aomo 
faint  in  their  minds,  and  in  their  hearts  turn  back  to 
Egypt,  or  wander  like  Israel  in  the  wilderness  fur 
yc%rs ;  then  find  themselves  as  far  back  as  their  for- 
mer decampments  I  Here  their  waters  arc  made  bit- 
ter ;  now  they  reflect  and  mourn. 

The  ground  of  all  this  evil  arises  from  the  little  cr 
no  attention  paid  to  the  gospel  doctrine  of  perfection 
Peter  enjoins  a  growth  in  grace  ;  and  this  will  rcnd<r 
us  n^ore  godly.  Paul  wiiu's  thus  :  k4  Where  the  Spi* 
rit  of  the  Lord  is,  there  U-liberty  whereby  we  ate* 
changed  (a  second  time)  from  glory  to  glory,  [2  Cor. 
iii.  17)  or  from  grace  to  grace.  The  great  apospe 
John  divides  the  church  into  three  classes,  to  wit ; 
1  Little  children,  babes  in  knowledge,  A  d  on  mile. 
2.  Young .men,,  able  to  bear  haid  trials,  to  digest 
strong  meat,  add  to  crush  SaUm  underfoot*  3.  Old 
experienced  "christian?*,-  like  fathers  of  mature  ajjc 
and  knowledge.'  1  John,  ii.  12.  Here  h  the  positive^ 
the  relative*  and  the  super/ dive.  Think* on  these 
things.  After. the  seed  is  Lxt  in  the  heart,  it  btioto. 
tth  forth  the  thde^  then  the  ri?rt  thei*  the  ear  in  fu!u 
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Mark  iv.  28.  Grace  ia  the  divine  leavfn,  Which 
leaveneth  the  whole  man ;  the  Understanding  U  full  of 
Ight  i  *h*  will  reigned ;  the  affections  holy.  Whe* 
thcr  thU.worV  he  instantaneous,  or  progressive,  I 
leave  the  decision  to  the  happy  experience  of  those 
who  shall  seek  it;  yet,  I  rather  favour  a  progressiva 
Work,  as  being  most  reasonable,  and  scriptural. 

Perfection  may  be  considered  in  what  Paul  calls 
the  Stature  ot  a  man,  or  the  perfect  man  in  Christ 
Jesus,"  *Eph.  iv.  10.  Scripture  teUs  us  of  Noah  be. 
ing(  a  perfect  man  in  his  day  i  Gen.  vi.  9.  **  Noah 
walked  with  God.1'  Job,  who  lived  in  a  very  dark 
age,  yet  he  was  the  perfect  man  in  God's  account^ 
&en  the  $upr*lative  of  all  the  sons  of  God  in  the 
Esst:  Job,  ii-  3. 

David  directs  us  to  observe,  and  mark  the  perfect 
&?n,  whose  end  is  peace :  Psal.  xxxvi'u  Compara 
Psal.  lxiv.  4.  God  said  unto  Abraham,  Walk  Ue« 
&fe  me,  and  be  perfect.11  Gen.  xvii.  1.  HThe  path 
of  the  upright  is  like  a  shining  light,  that  shinetb 
gipre  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day  Prow  iv.  1£. 
Bf  perfect:  Phil.  iii.  12.  That  we  mat,  present  every 
mm  perfect  in  Christ  Jesus.  Col.  i.  20.  Johtv 'speaks 
tfuu  to  the  believers :  "  The  bood  of  Jew*.,  fcfa 
nl&meth  us  from,  all  sin :  t  Jofrn,  i.  7.  The  subject 
is  divine,  and  very  delicate;  therefore,  should  b# 
carefully  hanjiled,  but  .firmly  believed. 

JLet  us  take  a  view  of  the  experience  of  the  notable 
apostle  Paul:  Thus  saith  the  holy  ma  it  of  God,  44  / 
W  crucified  to  the  worlds  and  the  world  to  This, 
iastg^at  mark  of  perfection.  Again,  *  I  have  learned 
ra,  whatsoever  state  (of  life)  Lam  in.  therewith  to  be 
$mtenLp  This  is  also  a  great  mark  of  perfection. 
The  mark*  of  the  perfect  man  run  as  follow:  He 
feels  trials,  yet btara  4#  things;  endures  all  things, 
without  murmuring  at  Pxwidencc;  hopes,  even  &+ 
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gainst  q!1  human  probability  of  hope,  being-strong  iii 
the  faith  of  whatever  God  hath  said.  He  can  grieve 
and  groan  in  the  spirit,  yet  neither  fret  nor  sin. 
Ths  perfect  christian  possesses  perfect  patietice :  a 
will  perfectly  resigned  to  the  divine  wi.L  44  will 
be  done  on  earth  as  In  heaven"  His  nffection*  arc 
act  on  things  abpvc,  not  on  things  below.  He  can 
say,  Lord.  *sWkom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee?  And 
there  is  none  on  ear h  I  desire  io  comparison  with 
thee."  Heisnoton.lv  passive  to  suffer  the  divide 
will,  but  he  delights  to  do  hi*  will.  There  is  a  heart 

perfection.    44  Son,  give  me  thine  heart:"  Sol.  

David  exhorted  his  son  to  serve  God  with  a  perfect 
lieirt,  and  a  willing  nrind  :  1  Chro.  xxviii*  9.  This 
perfection  of  heart,  is  the  pure  integrity  of  a  perfect 
man:  by  reason,  the  heart  is  the  center^  and  seator 
life  ;  yea,  the  very  fountain  of  action.  Great  peace, 
to  him  who  d;  lights  in  th.  law  of  God,  and  no  pre* 
cept  is  ofjjpnsive  :.  his  peace  is  constant,  as  a  running 
river,  his  faith  strong  like  the  sea  !  He  rejoice*  in 
t\\c  testimony  of  a  conscience  void  of  any  wilful  of- 
fence toward  God  and  man.  If  the  heart  doth  not 
condemn,  then  hath  he  confidence^  toward  God.-— 
The  perfect  christian  is  habitually  righteoqs,  small 
ip  his  own  eye,  but  highly  esteemed  in  the .  sight  of 
Gad.  He  walks  in  all  the  command*  blameless,  bye 
looking  unto  Jesus;  and  so  abides  in  his  love:  h& 
bears  mtth  fruit %  even  unto  holiness,  and  his  ejnd  is 
•verlnsting  life.  He  rejoices  in  his  God,  xho'favtins 
spreads  desolation :  Hub.  iii.  1 7.  He  has  conquered 
tne  most  unruly  member,  eoen  the  tdnguer  and  there- 
fore  can  govern  his  whole  body*  -This  if  pure  reli- 
gion, and  undented  ;  without  hypocrjsy  or  dissqnu* 
lation:  He  feels  for  the  oppressed  and  distressed,; 
and  keeps  himself  unspotted  from  the  world :  \f  c. 
the  lust  of  the  flesh;  the  lust  of  the  eye— and  the 
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pride  of  life,  lick  fall  of  faith,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost — a$  Stephen  whs.  Acts,  vii.  He  is  heavenly 
aunded,  and  often  muses,  till  the /rr  kihdlcs  !  He 
puts  on  charity  aa  the  bond  of  perfectness,  and  the 
peace  of  God  governs  his  soul.  He  possfcsseth  in  his 
measure,  the  mihdof  Christ ;  and  walks  as  he  walked*. 
Me  gives  diligence,  perseveres,  endures  to  the  end; 
and  will  be  eternally  saved !  He  is  sorrowful,  yet 
joyful;  he  is  cn\t  down,  but  not  forsaken,  or  de- 
stroyed. In  a  word,  the  perfect  man  not  only  denies 
himself  of  things  unlawful,  hot  he  can  refrain  from 
things  lawful  m  themselves,  when  not  expedient* 

The  way  to  obtain  this  pare  religion  is  as  folIo*r« 
eth:  1,  Pray  without  neglecting,  or  ceasing;  pray 
pa,  *  Lord'perfect  what  is  lacking  in  mi:"  prayer  in 
the  morning  at  rising,  prayer  in  your  families  with- 
out ceasing,  where  it  is  practicable  ;  prayer  at  Ifjmg 
down  and  rising  up — be  ,«>ften  lifting  up  the  heart : 
pray  m  the  spirit ;  p^ay  in  hope.  2.  Be  daily  thank? 
ihg  God  for  all  his  mercies  to  body  and  soul ;  even 
for.  youf  bread  and  xvateri  yea,  in  times  of  distress 
give  thanks  ;  for  we  have  never  suffered  wlint  we  de- 
serve :  Remember,  this\i  God's  will  concerning  you, 
tven  in  Christ  Jesus.  3*.  Despise  not  any  part  of 
Scripture;  hut  when  you  heir,  judge,' yea  prove; 
and  all  that  is  true  and  good  hold  fast ;  and  improve 
the  same  i  abstain  from  tvery  appearance  ofgr/7,  trust 
the  promise,  and  pray  on,  till  the  God  of  peace  shall 
sanctify  you  wholly  s  faithful  is  He  that  hath  pro- 
mised, who  also  will  do  it.  1  Thes.  and  lust  chapter. 
The  spirit  shall  then  be  meek  arid  lowly;  the  mind 
filled  with  Gojl  and  godliness ;  the  body  saw  tified  in 
me  sense,  as  a  vessel  set  apart  for  God,  even  a  tem« 
pie  for  tiro  Holy  Ghost  1  The  vessel  of  honour. 

But  let  us  hear  the  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter, 
mi  that  b perfect  love;  yet  not  equal  to  the  disem- 
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bodied  spirits,  and  angtis  ;  yet  there  is  a  perfectioa 
of  love  in  a  qualified  atnse.    John  is  my  author. 
This  religion  of  perfect  love,  rasts  out  all  doubts  and 
fear  of  our  acceptance,  while  that  remains*    It  pro- 
motes  great .  boldness  against  the  painful  dread  ,  of 
death  and  judgment — Because  as  God  is,  so  is  the 
perfect  christian  ip  his  measure.    This  divine prin* 
c-ple  reigning  within,  hath  a  practical  influence  on 
the  holy  sairit.    He  can  with  long  suffering  hearts* 
^roaches  and  insults,  and  yet  be  kind.  'He  envieth 
not  the  rich  ami  grea^  being  content  with  his  lot. 
He  is  not  high-minded,  arrogant  or  vain.    He  is 
concerned  for  the  welfare  of  all  proj>le.    He  grit  vet 
at  the  misfortunes  and  errors  of  the  people,  but  loves 
the  truth,  and  rejoiccth  at  its  prosperity*    Alt  God 
hath  said,  he frmly  believes;  and  all  that  He  huh 
promised,  he  fully  expects  j  and  thus  he  hopes  and 
endures— till  faith  and  hope  shall  cease  ;  but  love 
shall  abide  for  ever !  Amen. 

The  soul  thus  possessed  of  perfect  love  and  heart 
sincerity,  \i  truly  delighted  in  the  meditations  of 
Jesus,  whose  name  is  of  precious  memory.  He  oftea 
breaks  out  with  fervent  desires  to  be  dissolved  and 
b~  with  Christ*  He  fines  for  a  closer  communica* 
tion,  and  a  fuller  interview  with  his  dear  Lord !  I 
beseech  thee  (said  Moses)  shew  me  thy  glory  !** 
Sometimes* in  secret  devout  exercise,  his  very  soul 
fiietti  a*. Chi tst  (by  the  sp  rit)  speaks  to  his  heart! 
Somen m  s  hi  *  soul  so  animated*  that  it  feels  (at  it 
Were)  sick  of  love !  His  heart  cries,  a  My  beloved  Is 
mine,  and  I  am  his,!*  O  glory*  •*  This  is  my  be* 
loved,  and  my  friend  "  O  ye  unfortunate  unbeliever*. 

"If  ail  the  world  mv  Savhur  knew, 
"  Ali  ih«  wand  would  Lve  mm 
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f  believe  the  divine  Saviour  approbates  the  subject; 
for  while  I  am  writing,  my  feelings  arc  melted  ;  my 
breast  glows,  and  my  heart  leaps  with  joy  ! 

Try  the  perfect  christian  by  the  standard  of  height^ 
and  he  comes  to  the9 stature  of  a  man  in  Christ  Jesus ! 
Weigh  him  in  the  balance  of  the  sanctuary,  and  he  is 
weight ;  as  gold  tried  in  the  fire  I  Stretch  the  line 
upon  him,  and  he  is  straight  in  the  bent  and  inclina- 
tion of  Ait  heart,  and  in  his  conduct ;  the  word  is  a 
light  to  his  feet ;  he  ponders  his  straight  path,  turn* 
xcg  neither  to  the  right  nor  left.  You  may  read  his 
character  in  the  15th  Psalm.  YetJ  while  living  in  the 
flesh  and  in  the  world,  there  will  be  danger,  where 
Jirt  and  powder  are  so  near ;  and  altho'  it  be  possible 
that  he  may  neglect,  and  be  gradually  weakened,  so 
%s  to  fall  from  his  stedfastness,  yet  it  is  not  very  pro* 
bahle%  after  arriving  to  this  heavenly  mindedncss. 
But  let  him  who  tbinketh  his  hill  so  strong  that  he  is 
not  to  be  moved,  take  heed  lest  he  suffer  loss  from 
htgh-mindedness !  He  that  endures^  and  is  faithful 
till  dea*h,  may  be  as  sure  of  the  kingdom  as  God  is 
true.  Observe,  'a  law  perfection  is  far  beyond  the 
purest  saint  that  ever  dwelt  in  this  fallen  world  %  only 
out  first  parents  in  primeval  rectitude  had  a  law  per* 
fection.  Nor  do  i  believe  that  the  divine  perfection 
df  Jesus  Christ  is  counted  ours ;  by  reason,  the  per* 
feet  christian  stands  in  need  of  intercession  every 
moment :  But,  I  mean  perfection  by  the  gospel 
I  standard,  through  the  medium  of  the  glorified  huma- 
nity, by  which  mean,  our  short  comings  in  our  best 
;  performances  ;  and  impossible  infirmities  are  not 
imputed.  Therefore, u  Not  unto  us,  but  to  the  Lord 
be  the  glory." 
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1.  MY  ideas  on  creation  are  plain  and  simple:  I 
pretend  to  no  astronomical  depths  on  that  subject. 
As  to  the  rise  and  fall  of  angels,  I  am  guided  by 
scripture,  and  reasonable  supposition*.  As  touching 
(he  rise  and  fall  of  man,  I  have  followed  revelation. 
I  have  considered  thut  Adam,  the  personal  trans^'res* 
sori  being  acquitted^  and  that  children  of  a  thousand 
generations  to  be  doomed  to  endless  torment,  for  a 
great  grand-father's  sin,  would  appear  repugnant  to 
the  eternal  rule  of  right  I 

2*  Respecting  divine  foreknowledge,  predestina- 
tion, &c.  God  hath  decreed  to  punish  vice,  and  re- 
Ward  virtue.  His  works  of  providence  are  myste- 
rious, and  too  deep  for  mortals  to  scan  i  but  sure  I 
am,  that  his  work  is  perfect,  and  his  ways  arc  judg- 
ment. If  there  be  a  secret  number  of  souls  uncon- 
ditionally elected,  such  were  never  to  be  lost.  But 
Christ  came  to  seeiv  and  to  save  the  lost. 

3.  After  we  become  actual  transgressors,  and  by 
the  Judge  condemned,  yet  we  discover  our  lives  are 
prolonged,  because  the  Judge  will  do  right:  thoujrh 
just  to  destroy,  yet  right  to  spare  ;  and  give  an  offer 
<ff  mercy  on  gospel  terms.  But  after  grace  is  des- 
pised, mercy  slighted,  then  it  is  both  just  and  right 
to  execute  !  Seeing  the  goodness  and  long  forbear- 
ance of  God  be  despised,  then  follows  indignation 
and  wmth,  tribulation  and  anguish  1 

4.  With  regard  to  righteousness,  I  can  make  no 
further  improvement. 


5*  Rffpfffung  the  doctrine  of  faith,  it  &till  appear^ 
tp  mttfffh'\  mrnpk idea^  produced  in  ihe  reasonable 
loul*  anaing*,  as  the  exercise  of  belief,  from  the  evi- 


fore,  we  believe  through  grace :  Acts  xviii.  27. 

6.  With  regard  to  the  doctr  ine  of  perseverance,  I 
still  urgCy  that  it  in  the  practical  part  of  a  believer's 
righteousness,  and  noi  an  absclute  promise,  nor  an 
irresistible  work  of  grace.  True  it  is,  that  those  who 
persevere,  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God,  through 
faith.  Yet  Paul  exhorts  us  to  continue  in  the  faith  j 
and  not  give  heed  to  lies%  as  Eve  did.  Some  have  de- 
parted from  the  faith,  yea,  made  a  shipwreck  of  faith ; 
accompanied  with  a  good  conscience.  The  scripture 
no  where  calls  backsliders  persevering  saints.  I  still 
believe,  if  saints  can  f.ill  foully  %  they  may  take  another 
ittep%  and  full  finally  I  °l  rue  it  is,  we  who  stand,  it  is 
by  grace  ;  but  giacc  is  the  gift  of  God,  who  giveth 
grace  to  the  humble,  but  the  high-minded  he  resisted), 
Jie  giveth  more  to  him  that  improves  what  he  had  ; 
yea,  he  giveth  grace  and  glory ,  but  only  to  them  who 
walk  uprightly.  All  will  agree,  that  to  watch  and 
pray  is  surely  the  best  way  ;  and  the  best  way  is  the 
light  way  :  and  thus  truth  appears. 

Pure  orthodoxy  is  a  doctrine  that  always  leads  to 
Qod  and  godliness.  The  holy  scripture  is  the  rule 
tct  believe  by  ;  as  also  a  rule  of  life ;  and  of  course  a 
rule  of  judgment.  The  general  resurrection  will  be 
awful;  the  judgment  tremendous  f»nd  terrible  I  Ol 
to  see  Jesus  in  the  filming  glory  of  the  Father,  with 
ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand  angels,  each  coun- 
tenance like  streams  of  lightning,  their  raiment  white 
as  snow  I  Millions  of  glorified  saints,  each  one  as 
bright  as  th*  sun  I  — —  O  how  will  sinners  tremble! 
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A  general  resurrection  will  b*,  because  it  is  rigfc. 
Men  are  to  answer  for  the  deeds  (foot  in  the  body* 
Soul  an  J  body  bliug  co-partners  here,  °n  Vilfjc/ij£l 
they  should  be  happy  or  miserable  togetherktfrc*fter. 
The  snul  of  a  sinm  r  will  be  condemned  for  yiddm^ 
and  the  fiesh  for  tempting.  1  'he  judgment  is  ctcrnaR 
Paul.    Sinners  will  be  doomed  to  the  same  place! 
where  the  devil  and  his  angels  are  ;  and  tormented  in 
the  same  manner  1  Wicked  sinners  are  of  their  infer* 
nal  father  ;  they  lis  in  the  wicked  one  ;  and  he  dwells 
in  them  ;  their  heart  is  called  his  palace.    A  sinner 
has  not  power  to  redeem  himself,  cr  his  brother ; 
for  it  costs  more  than  he  can  give  s  the  redemption 
of  the  "soul  is  precious,  and  after  death  it  ceaseth 
for  ever.  Psal.  xlix.  8.    Moreover,  the  hw  is  infi- 
nite, and  sin  is  the  transgression  of  thai  infinite  law  : 
which  law  requires  inhiute  satisfaction :  then  after 
the  sinner  slights  the  redeeming  blood,  eternal  pun* 
jshment  is  his  reward,  of  just  necessity  ;  because  it 
is  right !  God  spares  sinneis  long  enough,  and  useth 
means  sufficient  to  reclaim  and  regenerate  them ; 
but  they  refuse  :  and  if  they  could  live  lor  ever  in  this 
world,  God  knows  they  would  sin  for  ever:  there- 
fore,  according  to  foreknowledge,  the  will  is  taken 
for  the  eternal  deed;  and  they  sink  to  rise  no  morel 
Fi:  ally,  bin  in  the  heart  is  the  seed  of  the  serpent, 
the  devil,  or  the  seed  of  hell :  the  seed  of  the  woman 
is  the  sevd  of  God ;  and  there  is  an  enmity  fixed  be* 
tween  those  seeds,  never  to  be  reconciled  ;  unless 
Satan  and  hk  children  could  have  grace  oiRrtd  again, 
to  produce  repentance,  and  divine  light  in  utter  clurk- 
ness  ;  in-order  to  produce  faith  in  the  world  of  black 
de-pair!  But,  alas  !  the  door  is  shut,  the  mediation 
ceaseth  for  tva^  and  an  impassable  gujf  is  fixed  be- 
tween ! ! ! 
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O  hell  of  fcetta,  x\%  it  tot  lawful  rage, 

%Vi«jch  lears  can  never  ouench,  ii'»r  a  continuance  Vuagei 

Not  all  the  force  of  devils  can  e'er  this  fire  cxpd— 

It  roara,  it  fUmes,  a  but us.— a  never seating  hell. 

Dear,  RuHty  reader,  if  you  cast  your  eyci  on 
these  lines,  may  necessary  distress  fall  upon  you! 
God  is  waking  for  your  return ;  while  the  roaring 
lion  is  in  pursuit  of  thy  soul!  To  whom  will  ye 
turn?  Angels  of  light  are  ready  to  rejoice  in  your 
solvation ;  angels  of  darkness  waiting  for  your  damr.a* 
lion !  Hell  is  moving  to  iptet  you  ;  while  heaven's 
door  is  optrn  to  rescue  thv  poor  soul !  Cod  is  striving 
graciously  to  save  you  ;  and  Satan  labouriog  artfully 
10. destroy  you!  My  dear  fellow  citizen,  disappoint 
the  devil,  and  hell  of  her  expectation— lest  the  broad 
lightnings  cover  thce>  and  the  st  ven  viols  be  poured 
out  on  thy  ruined  soul  J  In  God**  Name  I  warn  you  ; 
in  the  spirit  of  meekness  I  beseech  thee  %  with  bowels 
qf  mercy  and  friendship,  I  pray  thee  to  consider  thy 
later  end  ;  and  prepare  to  meet  thy  God  \  Adieu ! 
Q  my  Father's  children,  you  arc  in  the  city  of  refuge% 
abide  there.  You  are  not  yet  in  heaven  and  glory  ; 
but  just  on  the  middle  ground.  Do  thou  work  out 
your  salvation,  while  God  worketh  within.  Mi*ve 
upward  ;  follow  'he  Lamb  wherever  He  goeth  ;  obey 
his  voice,  trust  his-  grace,  and  no  fear  of  a  blessed 
end.  Go  on,  brethren,  keep  a  closer  walk,  and  love 
your  Jrsus  nv>re.  13=  faithful  unto  death,  and  tak$ 
yoyr  glittering  crown  !  Go,  and  posses*  the  flaming 
kingdom  for  ever,  even  for  ever  aud  ever. 

Go,  and  inherit  ;// things!— Go  on  in  the  strength 
of  the  Lord,  overcome  thro*  the  blood  of  the  L \m\ 
and  dress  in  white ;  then  walk  with  Jesus  in  the  light 
of  fflory  I—  Go,  and  bs  a  pillar  in  the  temple  of  God, 
and  go  out  no  more !— »Gof  and  bear  the*  mark  of 


God  in  your  forehead ;  as  also  the  name  of  the  great 

city !  Go  onf  and  sit  down  on  the  grcrat  white 

throne  with  king  Jesu* !  Goon,  and  er.t  of  the 

tree  of  life  in  the  midst  of  Paradise !  ——Go,  and 
take  the  white  stone  of  eternal  peace  J—  Go,  and 

see  God's  face  and  live  !  Go,  and  be  an  heir  of 

God,  even  a  Junt  heit  with  die  King  of  Giory  I 
Go  on  victorious,  thro*  jaith,  live  on  hidden  manna  ; 
be  full  of  joy,  and  drink  of  the  rivers  of  pleasure  for 
ever  morel  Faithful  is  He  that  proraiseth.  You 
arc  called  and  chosen,  enly  be  faithful,  and  heaveu 
is  yours  for  ever*  '  Go  walk  among  the  throne*,  try 
your  highest  potts  on  redeeming  love !  May  the 
Most  High  blesi  you  in  body  and  soul !  May  tha 
precious  things  of  heaven  be  given  by  the  dew,  ani 
from  the  deep  that  coucheth  beneath  ;  with  the  things 
of  x\\t  sun  and  the  niton;  and  the  ancient  htU^f 
Zion— ^-and  may  you  ever  enjoy  the  good-will  df 
Hun  who  dwelt  in  the  bush ! 


£o  prays  the  Author, 


JAMES  O'KELLY 


